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Members of Ring 50 went to school 
at the September meeting, learning 
some of the tricks of the magic arts 
in coins, cards, mentalism and rings 
& ropes from four teachers, Mike 
Peckham, Sam Brothers, Augie 
Arnstein and John Roberts, 
respectively. More of the teach-in 
later, but first: 

President Larry Lipman welcomed 
everybody and called for any 
announcements.  Mike Wolfson 
announced that the touring 
“Illusionists” show is coming to the 
Kennedy Center in Late January and 
early February. He said if Ring 50 
members can buy enough tickets 
they may be able to get a special 
price and perhaps meet some of the 
performers after the show. Let him 
know if you are interested. 

 

  
Louis and the Counts 

Past President Louis Meyer 
announced that his first teaching course 
for young magicians, The Counts of 
Conjuring, has ended for the year. His 

eight students were given 
Certificates of Achievement. 

One of the Counts, Matthew 
Biegun,  took the stage and 
performed the “broken match in the 
handkerchief” trick he had learned 
that evening at the last session of 
the project.  

 

Matthew Biegun and Cristian Vidrascu 

Louis also announced that 
September 18th is “Deal Day”, the 
first call for registration to his 
Kapital Kidvention in February. For 
details on the Deal and other 
important information go to 
info@kapitalkidvention.com.  

 
Larry Lipman, Curtis Generous, Craig 

Fiffer and Cristian Vidrascu 

Ring 50 voted in three new 
members: Curtis Generous, Craig 
Fiffer and Cristian Vidrascu who 
were presented with membership 
cards, certificates of and 
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complimentary Ring 50 lapel 
buttons.  Welcome guys. 

Larry Lipman announced that 
the program in October will be 
“New Members Nite”. Recent 
additions to the Ring are urged to 
step up and show their stuff. 
Contact Larry Lipman if you wish 
to take part. 

Larry announced that the 
November meeting will feature a 
lecture by a well-known 
professional, Dan Fleshman. Dan 
is an outstanding close-up 
performer and the resident magician 
at restaurants in Vail and Beaver 
Creek, Col. He wears many other 
magical hats as well and his profile 
says he is also the baker of “ Crazy 
Good Cookies.” Then it was time to 
ring the school bell. 

After an initial scramble to get 
set up, the attendees were divided 
into four groups facing four stations 
for the teachers to rotate among – 
sort of like wandering magical 
mendicants showing their wares at a 
bazaar. In no particular order: 

Sam Brothers, The King of 
Kards, showed his version of a 4-
Ace Assembly which he thinks may 
originally have been by Nick Trost. 
He first asked a spectator to shuffle 
a deck of cards and then he 
extracted the four aces and placed 
them aside on the table. The deck 
was spread showing it to be well 
mixed. Sam then took the four aces 
and placed them on the bottom of 
the deck and mixed them into the 
middle and showed they were not in 
the top or bottom of the deck. 
Saying the first ace would be the 
Ace of Clubs, Sam spelled a-c-e o-f 
c-l-u-b-s, arriving at that very ace. 
He then placed the deck face up on 
the table as he drew attention to the 
Ace of Clubs. The spectators were 

startled to see the second ace staring 
them in the face on top of the face-
up deck. The third was revealed 
after a spectator called “Stop” 
during a Hindu shuffle. Sam 
shuffled again and turned over the 
top card, but it was a seven, instead 
of the expected ace. Unperturbed, 
Sam counted down and guess what? 
The seventh card was the last ace! 
The Kard King thoughtfully passed 
out instructions for doing the trick 
which will assuredly be closely 
studied and learned over time.  

 

Sam Brothers 

John Roberts opened by 
showing a tea cup with a lid he said 
came from a visit to  an antique 
shop. Removing the lid revealed a 
long piece of rope which the show 
owner said came with the cup – he 
did not know its purpose – but the 
cup was very expensive (Walmart) 
and for John to be careful not to 
drop it. Reaching for his wallet, 
John lost control of the cup but 
mercifully it was caught by the 
rope. John had two goals in showing 
the trick: to teach the working but 
also to emphasize the need for 
magicians to creatively consider 
using unusual props and story lines, 
like the cup routine, for doing 
standard tricks. John handed out 
rings and ropes to audience 
members so they could follow the 
various moved that followed. Using 
a regular ring he began with 
showing how the cup was snagged 
by the rope. Next, with the ring on 
the rope stretched between his two 

hands, John let the ring slide back 
and forth and when he paused for a 
moment (an important point) the 
ring was off the rope. Finally, after 
teaching another ring-off method, 
John did a trick just for fun. He tied 
a knot in a rope and threaded a ring 
next to it. With both knot and ring 
hanging down, the ring magically 
jumped into the knot! 

 

John Roberts 

  Mike Peckham taught a coin 
routine he called “The New Old 
fashioned (modified coins across) 
using three coins, a shell, an old 
fashion glass and an opaque 
handkerchief. He first dumped out 
3  1/2 dollars (Walking Liberty) 
from an "Old Fashioned" style 
drinking glass.  Mike then cleanly 
showed the 3 coins and one at a 
time they vanished from his right 
hand to appear in his left hand and 
they were dropped into the glass 
with a resounding clink.  For the 3rd 
coin, he asked the audience if they 
would like to see it travel 
"visibly".  He then (as a joke), 
visibly tossed the coin into the 
glass.  He offered to try this again, 
but a little bit differently.  He turned 
the glass on its side, and placed the 
3 coins into the glass.  The glass 
was tilted up and the coins swirled 
around the glass and suddenly, he 
plucked a coin out of thin 
air.  When the coins are dumped out 
of the glass, only 2 
remained.  Again, he placed the two 
remaining coins into the glass and 
freely showed them.  He tilted up 
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the glass and swirled the coins 
around, this time he taped the back 
of his hand and the 2nd coin 
penetrated and dropped on the table, 
joining the 1st coin.  A scarf was 
offered for examination.  The 
remaining coin was trapped under 
the glass and subsequently covered 
with the scarf.  You couldn’t see the 
coin under the glass, but if you slid 
the glass back and forth, you could 
hear the coin "clink" against the 
glass.  Mike snapped his finger and 
removed the scarf showing the coin 
had vanished.  The 3rd coin had 
traveled to join its other 2 
companions.  

 

Mike Peckham 

 
  Augie Arnstein rounded out the 
teaching session with a foray into 
mentalism. He began by talking 
about going to the movies – 
something he does not like, but his 
wife loves. He mentioned that his 
wife always gave him a choice of 
movies by letting him choose a 
random movie from a group of 
movie posters. To demonstrate, a 
spectator was asked to name a 
number and then use that number to 
arrive at the location of one of the 
movies. Once the movie was 
selected, Augie explained that his 

wife always knew what movie he 
would select; in face his wife had 
already bought the tickets which 
were in an envelope that had been 
sitting on the table all along. Augie 
explained the working of the routine 
that used Dutch mentalist Corvelo’s 
10/11 force. After going over the 
details of this force and options to 
use items other than movie posters, 
Augie explained five different ways 
to reveal the correct ticket. Augie 
also provided notes for his teach-in 
that included beautifully rendered 
illustrations for gimmicking 
envelopes to achieve this purpose. 
The notes also included a 
description and hints for use of the 
PATEO force (Pick Any Two, 
Eliminate One) and also the “Down 
and Under” count. A cornucopia of 
magic from the master himself. 
  With that, the teach-in and the 
evening came to a close and 
audience members could be seen 
lingering behind comparing notes 
and going over moves they had 
seen. 

 

Augie Arnstein 

 

 
Since January 2016, 17 new 
members have joined IBM Ring 50, 
including 10 who have joined in 
2017 so far.  In many ways, these 
new members represent the future 
of our Ring as they bring new 
interest and vigor to our club. 

One thing that has impressed 
me since I was a new member about 
20 years ago, is the willingness of 
the more veteran members to 
welcome newcomers.  Rather than 
being a club in which new members 
are ignored, I’ve found that new 
members are welcomed and 
encouraged to attend and 
participate.  I still recall how 
veteran members such as Stan 
Rosenthal, Buddy Smith and the 
late Ray Eyler, took the time to 
teach me – a true magic novice – 
some tricks and moves when I first 
started coming to Ring 50.  I’ll be 
forever grateful to Stan for teaching 
me how to do an Elmsley Count. 

One way to encourage new 
members to is reach out to them at 
gatherings such as our pre-meeting 
dinners or have a drink after the 
meeting.  If you haven’t started 
having dinner with us before our 
meetings, I urge you to do so 

To facilitate getting to know our 
new members better, I’m asking 
them to perform at the October 
meeting.  Here’s a chance to learn 

 
 

Holiday Inn 
2460 Eisenhower Ave, Alexandria, 

VA. 
6:00  Dinner 
7:30 Meeting 
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about our new members and some 
of them, who may not have 
performed before strangers before, 
to have that opportunity.  I 
remember my new member 
performance—a pretty standard 
cards in piles routine--and the 
encouragement I received from the 
more experienced members 
afterward. 

I truly believe that the key to a 
Ring’s success are the bonds formed 
between the members.  I hope our 
experienced members will continue 
to reach out and form new bonds 
with our new members, and I urge 
our new members to introduce 
themselves to the veteran members. 
Whether you are a veteran member 
or a new member, it never hurts to 
ask: “Hey, what are you working 
on?” 

Larry 
 

Who is who in Ring 50  
 
Dwight Redman: I am a retired 

Nationwide Insurance Co Agent. I 
got involved with magic because 
my son Eric got into magic as a 
child. When he got a new trick, I 
would read the instructions, teach 
him what to do and help him 
practice. He joined the IBM when 
he was 14 yrs old so I had to attend 
the meetings with him. Soon, he 
started doing shows in the 
neighborhood and I was getting him 
to parties where he was to perform 
setting up his equipment, helping 
him as his assistant and doing 
everything but the magic itself. 
After Two years, I finally was bitten 
by the magic bug and I started to 
learn magic and perform at Ring 50. 
I won the Dan Lacey Trophy twice 
and I've served in every position in 
the club except treasurer. I'm 
currently the IBM Territorial Vice 
President for Ring 50. 

 Ring 50 TLR  
 

The September issue of The Linking 
Ring featured four major events 
concerning Ring 50, including the 
presentation of the Sabar Award to 

former President Danny Selnick at 
the June Meeting. The award is a 
rare event and given to a member 
who has done outstanding work on 
behalf of Ring 50. The award has 
been gone to only eleven members 
over the past 45 years. For the full 
article see TLR “Ring Events” P. 
63-64.  
 

Midwest Magic Jubilee 
Ring 50 member Bob Brantner 

competed in the close-up contest at 
the Midwest Magic Jubilee Sep 3, 
2017.  He placed a prediction 
envelope on the table. Then he 
showed a deck of cards with 52 
different countries and cities from 
around the world. Three spectators 
each selected a card.  The first 
person selected “India” so from his 
little box he produced a rope and 
did an Indian rope and ring trick. 
The next spectator had picked 
“Japan” so he performed with 
sponge balls from the Sea of Japan. 
Lastly it was “China” so he 
removed from his tiny bag a set of 
Chinese Linking Rings and 
performed with them. Then when 
the envelope was opened it listed 
the very same countries the 
spectator’s had selected.  Bob did 
not win but I am sure he gave the 
winner a run for the trophy.  

 

 
Bob Brantner 

 

 
Submitted by: 

John S. Roberts 
El “Bandito” 

In this trick a chosen card (the “bandit”) 
dramatically breaks out of the local 
hoosegow. Start with a packet of about 
15 cards and a small, thin (1”) rubber 
band in the right hand. Have a “bandit” 
chosen, and brought to the bottom 
BYFM while getting a little finger 
break above the selection. Hold the 
packet in the left hand with left 
forefinger across the top short end. 
Place the rubber band over the top end 
of the entire packet and your finger at 
the same time – the finger is to keep the 
rubber band in place while you 
complete the setup. Stretch the band 
downward and get the rear part of it into 
the gap between the chosen card and the 
rest of the packet. When this is done, 
release left forefinger from under the 
rubber band – the front of the packet 
looks normal. The band now goes under 
the bottom part of the packet and is held 
in place by the left thumb. Square up 
the packet with its band and shift to 
right hand where it is held tightly 
Biddle-fashion between right thumb and 
right middle finger. Make sure to keep 
the pressure on because you now are 
holding a spring-loaded packet ready to 
“fire” the bandit out of the jail which is 
“secured” by the rubber band. At this 
final stage you can simply remove the 
pressure of your fingers and the 
selection will fly out; or you can drop 
the packet on the table for the same 
effect. NOTE: The speed, direction and 
distance of the “flight” can vary greatly; 
much depends on how much tension 
you put on the rear part of the rubber 
band as you are tucking it into the 
finger break. Practice will help to guide 
the flight path of “El BANDITO”.  
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Ring 50 New Members 
& Applications 

 

New members are always 
welcome at Ring 50. You must 
be interested in magic (full time 
or part time performer, hobbyist, 
collector, etc.). You must join 
and be an active member of 
International Brotherhood of 
Magicians prior to belonging to 
Ring 50. 

 
Counts of Conjuring 
Meets Oct 4, 6:00pm 

 

  

The International Brotherhood of 
Magicians, National Capitol Ring 
50, ‘”Counts of Conjuring” meets 
first Wednesday of every month at 
the Holiday Inn  Alexandria–
Carlyle, 2460 Eisenhower Ave, 
Alexandria, VA at 6:00pm. The 
"Counts” is a way for youths to 
learn about magic and the 
performance of magic.  

Louis the Magician teaches the 
Discover Magic course. This is an 
amazing course that not only will 
teach the youths magic but will also 
teach them important "life-skills". 
This class is normally taught in 
after-school programs and summer 
camps and costs $275 per child but 
will be FREE for the Counts of 
Conjuring (only cost is $35 for the 
actual magic tricks).  
 Each month the youths will learn 
one new magic trick and have a 
chance to perform it.  

The Counts of Conjuring is for 
youths 8 to 17 years. 

October 4, 2017, 6:00pm 
 

Send John Roberts a short trick 
you would like to share with 
newsletter readers. There are no 
guidelines other than the entry 
should be brief, simple, doable and 
fun; the offbeat and quirky are 
encouraged. Send to John: 

Barjorobts@comcast.net 
 

You must be an active member 
of I.B.M. to belong to Ring 50.  If 
you haven’t already, don’t forget to 
keep your membership active in the 
International Brotherhood of 
Magicians to enjoy the benefits of 

membership. Send dues to: 
International Brotherhood of 
Magicians, 13 Point West Blvd, 
St. Charles, Missouri, USA 63301. 

 

In August, we started a silent 
auction before each meeting 
between 7 and 7:30 p.m. As always, 
10 percent of the sale price goes to 
the Ring. Each person having items 
to be auctioned in the Silent 
Auction, must complete an IBM 
Ring 50 Silent Auction Bid Sheet 
for each item describing the items 
and any reserve bid if necessary. 
Each seller should provide a full 
and accurate representation of the 
item, such as missing instructions, 
repairs, wear and tear, etc. 
Otherwise it shall be assumed that 
all items are complete and in 
working order and includes 
instructions.  

The form is will be sent by email 
to all members and a few will be 
available at the Auction. At the end 
of the silent auction, turn in the tally 
sheet along with 10% to the Ring 50 
Treasurer.  

 
 

 

 
Membership 

Have YOU brought a prospective 
member to the meeting? They must 
be interested in magic and be a 
member of the International 
Brotherhood of Magicians. 

Applications are available from 
the Treasurer. 


