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Woody Aragón 

   

 

 

 Woody Aragón is one of the lead magicians 
in the Spanish school of magic and a student 

of Juan Tamariz, He’s now a teacher of 

magic in the Tamariz's school in Spain 

"Gran Escuela de magia de Ana Tama-

riz," where he teach mostly card magic 

and magical theory. Penn and Teller use 
several of his effects on their show.    
     The foreword of his latest book was by 
Max Maven: "Woody Aragón is one of the 
most important modern card magic creators. 
His first book, A Book in English, was a 
bestseller that influenced top magicians. 
Names such as Penn & Teller, Eric Jones 
and Pit Hartling choose Woody's tricks for 
their shows. The reason? Woody's magic is 
strong, it's clever, it fools... and audiences 
love it!" 
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All meetings 7-9 p.m. using 
Zoom platform 
 
Thursday, Sept. 24: Ring 50 
Past Presidents Perform (and 
hopefully new board installation) 
Wednesday, Oct. 7: Sarah 
Trustman Lecture on Mnemon-
ics  
Tuesday, Oct. 20:  Virtual Per-
formance Contest & Ring 50 
73rd Anniversary 
Wednesday, Nov. 4: Carisa 
Hendrix Lecture on Perfor-
mance Character Development 
Wednesday, Dec. 2: Holiday 
Show 

For his Ring 50 Zoom lec-

ture, Woody will present a 

combination of self-

working tricks and small 

packet tricks, that could be 

used in your virtual perfor-

mances.     

Watch your email for de-

tails of how to connect to 

the Zoom meeting on Sept. 

2.  This lecture is exclu-

sively for Ring 50 mem-

bers, so please do not share 

the link except for prospec-

tive members.. 

Woody Aragón 

http://www.alcachofasoft.com/woody/
http://www.alcachofasoft.com/woody/
mailto:magi-gram@ibmring50.org
mailto:youth@ibmring50.org
https://www.trustmancreations.com/sample-page/
https://www.trustmancreations.com/sample-page/
https://www.carisahendrix.com/about/
https://www.carisahendrix.com/about/
http://www.alcachofasoft.com/woody/
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By Drew Owen 

The theme of the July 22 bonus 

meeting was a mystery prop chal-

lenge organized by board member 

Christophe Jelinski. For the chal-

lenge, we divided the participating 

members into six groups of three or 

four and each group met in a sepa-

rate breakout zoom room.  

Christophe gave us the rules: 

We had 15 minutes to come up 

with a routine using: a cup, a 

spoon, some string, and a coin or  

coins. We needed to use at least 

three of the four props but could 

switch one prop for some other 

prop.  

Christophe expressed his hope 

that none of us would switch to 

cards. We could also use any gim-

mick as long as it was not seen. It 

was fun but quite challenging, es-

pecially since team members were 

not in the same room handling the 

exact same props.  

After 15 minutes (which went 

by quickly!) one representative 

from each group performed their 

routine.  

The performers were: Drew 

Owen (yours truly), Alexandre 

Moreaux, John Cloninger,              

Jason Goldberg, Marc Carrion 

and Cristian Vidrascu.. 

In the end, Wes Iseli  chose my 

group but, honestly, I was im-

pressed with the creativity and skill 

demonstrated by all of the groups. 

It was a fun chance to create and 

perform some magic together! 

 

Christophe Jelinski 

Drew Owen 

Jason Goldberg 

Alexandre Moreaux 

Cristian Vidrascu. 

John Cloninger 

Marc Carrion  

 

https://www.facebook.com/christophe.jelinski?fref=gs&__tn__=%2CdK-R-R&eid=ARDI2IstlyKC84QYJWFnySISSfSXvBbgQd3IFZ9RqnwX_pQmTBtlg8wAzw2BCm19JBx05vj39tM1yVgN&dti=1389697254691651&hc_location=group
https://www.facebook.com/drew.owen.35?fref=gs&__tn__=%2CdK-R-R&eid=ARBwZvX1hVP-e1wGsMJaV3zSN4g1eL3bNoR3ny8Gtaavga32t0SfObVlosPbptUfsFmkF1w2RnKxgv2v&dti=1389697254691651&hc_location=group
https://www.facebook.com/drew.owen.35?fref=gs&__tn__=%2CdK-R-R&eid=ARBwZvX1hVP-e1wGsMJaV3zSN4g1eL3bNoR3ny8Gtaavga32t0SfObVlosPbptUfsFmkF1w2RnKxgv2v&dti=1389697254691651&hc_location=group
https://www.facebook.com/the.vidra?fref=gs&__tn__=%2CdK-R-R&eid=ARCfSKHXb2JxsjX4D20Gkxwiu9noWXV-8iY6YRRKtJseYwcUrXdVmUDN28cW398p0B5uhsisjkmN_Fnv&dti=1389697254691651&hc_location=group
https://www.facebook.com/christophe.jelinski?fref=gs&__tn__=%2CdK-R-R&eid=ARDI2IstlyKC84QYJWFnySISSfSXvBbgQd3IFZ9RqnwX_pQmTBtlg8wAzw2BCm19JBx05vj39tM1yVgN&dti=1389697254691651&hc_location=group
https://www.facebook.com/the.vidra?fref=gs&__tn__=%2CdK-R-R&eid=ARCfSKHXb2JxsjX4D20Gkxwiu9noWXV-8iY6YRRKtJseYwcUrXdVmUDN28cW398p0B5uhsisjkmN_Fnv&dti=1389697254691651&hc_location=group
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By Drew Owen 

The focus of 

our August 5 meet-

ing was the docu-

mentary, Quiet 

Masters-The Histo-

ry and Relevance 

of the Black Magi-

cal Artist, which 

was produced and 

directed by Kenrick 

“Ice” McDonald. 

We all know about 

the great white 

magicians through 

history like Houdi-

ni, Thurston and 

Blackstone, but 

sadly, we don’t 

learn about the rich 

history of black magicians like Richard 

Potter, Henry “Box” Brown and many 

others.  

This documentary features interviews 

with many black magicians including 

Ring 50 member Reggie Rice, who was 

present at this meeting. It is available for 

free to Amazon Prime members at: https://

www.amazon.com/Quiet-Masters-History

-Relevance-Magical/dp/B07HHDKLQ3 

and is highly recommended.  

Ring 50 held a watch party for Quiet 

Masters at 5 pm before our meeting at 7. 

Ice McDonald was our guest for this meet-

ing. Ice has appeared on Masters of Illu-

sion, among other television shows. He 

has been featured on the cover of The 

Linking Ring three times and M.U.M. 

twice, as well as in Genii and Magic mag-

azines. In 2014, Ice became the first Black 

magician to hold the position of national 

president of the Society of American Ma-

gicians (S.A.M.) in the 115-year history of 

the organization. In 2018, Ice was induct-

ed into S.A.M.'s National Magic Hall of 

Fame.  

Ice joined us to provide background on 

the making of Quiet Masters and also 

share more about its subjects and the chal-

lenges magicians of color have faced dur-

ing their careers in the past as well as to-

day. Ice told us that people had ap-

proached him numerous times over the 

years wanting to make this kind of docu-

mentary but the projects never got off the 

ground. He finally decided to 

produce and direct the film him-

self. Ice answered our questions, 

which included why he chose 

Amazon to distribute the film, 

and how he found information 

about many of the nearly forgot-

ten performers.  

He talked about how dangerous it 

could be for black entertainers in 

the past and showed us a copy of 

The Negro Motorist Green Book. 

This was a guide published 

from 1936 to 1966 during the 

Jim Crow era that helped black 

motorists find restaurants, mo-

tels, and other businesses that 

were safe for blacks to enter 

and also helped them navigate 

through areas unfriendly to peo-

ple of color. It was essential to touring 

black performers during this time.  

Ice also talked about some of his own 

experiences being a black magician. He 

recounted being offered a very high-

paying engagement. After making all the 

arrangements over the phone, he went to 

sign the contract in person but when the 

presenter saw the color of his skin, Ice 

was told that the job had already been 

taken. This happened only 20 years ago. 

Another time, he and two other black ma-

gicians were confronted by 16 white gang 

members who wanted to fight. Before any 

fighting began, Ice pulled out a deck of 

cards and began doing some flourishes 

and then some card tricks, which amazed 

the gang members and defused the situa-

tion.  

We were all very grateful that Ice was 

able to spend time with us and share his 

perspective on magicians from the past 

and present. Before signing off, Ice did 

one trick, an amazing torn and restored 

card effect which he is using for virtual 

shows.  Reggie Rice 

https://www.amazon.com/Quiet-Masters-History-Relevance-Magical/dp/B07HHDKLQ3
https://www.amazon.com/Quiet-Masters-History-Relevance-Magical/dp/B07HHDKLQ3
https://www.amazon.com/Quiet-Masters-History-Relevance-Magical/dp/B07HHDKLQ3
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eThe Conjurers had a special 
guest this month: Barry 
Mitchell from Tennessee! 
You may know Barry as an 
inventor of magic tricks and 
a frequent speaker at con-
ferences.  
 
Barry performed some mag-
ic for the kids, including his 
trademark Smile Maker ef-
fect, and then taught the 
Conjurors some tricks with 
rope, sponge balls, and a 
deck of cards. Among the professional 
routines he taught them were a sliding 
knot off rope effect and the use of the 

Hindu Flash Force. 
 
I want to encourage 
all Conjurers to attend 
our virtual monthly 
meetings because it’s 
our one chance, right 
now, to hang out and 
talk Magic.  
 
Hopefully soon we will 
have an opportunity to 
meet again in person, 
but in the meantime 

don’t lose your love of Magic! 
 
Louis Meyer, Youth Activities Director 

Advertise in the Ring 50 Magi-Gram 
 

 

Classified ads: $5 for the first three lines in one column of a three-column lay-
out; $1 each additional line. Non-members pay double. 
One-column display ads (3-inches deep): $5 for members; $10 for non-
members 
Two-column display ads:  $10 for members; $20 for non-members 
Three-column display ads:  $20 for members; $40 for non-members 
Half-page display ad: $25 for members; $50 for non-members 
Full-page display ad: $50 for members; $100 for non-members 
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Former Ring 50 presidents perform on Presidents Night in Jan-

uary 2003.  From left: Ray Eyler, 1981-1982; Jack Nance, 

-83; Buddy Smith, 1978-79; Michael ‘Tac’ Tacelosky, 1997-

1998; Augie Arnstein, 1979-80; Stan Rosenthal, 1968-1969; 

James Munton, 2000-2001; Bob Greenwald, 1995-1996; Kathe-

rine Rettke, 2001-2002.  (Photo by Larry Lipman) 

 

By Drew Owen 

   Former Ring 50 member 

Wes Iseli joined us at the 

July 22 meeting to talk 

about his recent winning 

performance on Penn and 

Teller’s “Fool Us” and he 

also agreed to judge the 

Mystery Prop Challenge.  

   Wes fooled Penn and 

Teller with his trick, “Flip” in which he can pre-

dict the outcome of any number of coin tosses us-

ing an ungimmicked coin. Penn told him it was 

his favorite performance of the season and 

bought the trick from him with plans to put it in-

to future shows. Wes showed us a version of the 

trick he uses for his virtual 

shows, answered questions, and 

told some interesting stories 

about his experience being on 

the show.  

     For example, he was given 

the trophy in person at the ven-

ue but, because there is a stiff 

penalty for disclosing the results 

of the show before it airs, had to 

sneak out with the trophy hidden under his jack-

et. You can watch Wes’ performance at: 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?

v=vAC4grDNJEI  

You can buy the trick from Wes at: http://

wesiseli.com/magician/.  

Wes Iseli:  Behind the Scenes of ‘Fool Us’ 

Presidents NIght 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=vAC4grDNJEI
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=vAC4grDNJEI
http://wesiseli.com/magician/
http://wesiseli.com/magician/
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At magic conferences such as Ring 50’s 
Magi-Whirl, Laurie Curry can be found 
wearing the nametag “Beautiful.” With her 
vivacious personality and willingness to 
engage with performers, Laurie is often 
called upon as a helper for visiting lectur-
ers. But Laurie is an accomplished magi-
cian, balloon twister and face painter in her 
own right. 

How did it happen? 
After graduating with an 

associates degree from 
Ocean County Community 
College in Toms River, 
N.J., Laurie was working 
as an assistant director at 
a preschool. “I hired a 
clown to do the end-of-
summer open house. As I 
watched the show, I felt I 
could do most of what she 
did and maybe could have 
saved myself the cost. 

“Not long after, I was working for a ca-
tering company and at the picnic event we 
were catering, there was a clown perform-
ing. Again, after watching him perform, I 
felt I could do most of what he was doing 
and he appeared to be having a lot more 
fun than I was. He was getting paid about 
the same as I was but he was only working 
a few hours with makeup and travel includ-
ed. I was working eight hours with travel 
and, like I said, he definitely appeared to 
be having more fun than I was. I asked him 
how I could learn to do what he was doing 
and he gave me the name of a clown 
named Candy Cane who taught classes in 

clowning. I took her class and was hooked 
on performing. I learned balloon twisting 
and face painting. I also learned some 
magic.  

“I really enjoyed the magic and took 
classes to learn more. After clowning for 
eight years, I stopped clowning but contin-
ued to perform a very similar show for chil-
dren as a magician.  

“My mentor in magic is Buddy Smith. He 
welcomed me into the S.A.M. 
and helped me learn the many 
card moves. I will always be 
grateful to him for his expertise 
in magic and his making me 
feel welcome and valued in a 
mostly male dominated club.  
   “I have been doing magic as 
a magician for over 20 years. 
My major interest is in enter-
taining the younger children. I 
also enjoy close-up magic. I did  
restaurant magic on children's 

night for Pizza Hut for a couple years when 
I had only one son. As my family grew, I 
had to step back from that. Starting in 
2000, I coordinated and performed in a 
stage show at Bishop Ireton for five years. 
Although I enjoyed this show once a year, 
having a family did not lend itself to doing 
more stage shows.” 

Laurie now works as a teacher at a local 
community center and performs occasion-
ally. She and her husband, Kevin—who for 
many years oversaw the technical produc-
tion of the annual Magi-Whirl shows at 
Bishop Ireton High School—have three 
grown sons. 

Laurie Curry—Clown to Magician 
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August Quickie 
“Star Turn” 

 
Note: Through the linking Ring, my 
teen-age magic partner and I have 
reestablished contact after nearly 70 
years. It turns out that Dr. David Han-
selman and I are still creating magical 
effects. The following is based on Da-
vid’s trick titled “Spuriosity”  in which 
he makes an entirely original use of 
the turn-over move from paddle 
tricks. With his permission I offer this 
alternate version of his unique trick. 
Effect: (cue the circus/carousel mu-
sic). In the role of a mid-way con artist 
you lay out four paddle-shaped “Paint 
Sticks” which have been dipped in 
different colors. In your “carny”  spiel 
you entice a young spectator to play a 
game: For five bucks the lad gets to 
freely choose among the paint sticks, 
one of which has a secret star on the 
back. He gets three free choices and if 
he hits the marked stick he gets a 10 
bucks reward plus his $5.00 - very 
good odds. But if he fails to find the 
stick with the star on the back you 
keep his money. He does fail and in 
the end you turn over the remaining 
stick and show the secret star on the 
back. The Star Turn! However, be-
cause the lad is underage, you decline 
to take his money, saying “Keep your 
money kid and always remember; it’s 
not a game, it’s a swindle.” 
Secret: All four paint sticks have iden-
tical marks on the back. If, say, he first 
points to the red stick, you do the pad-
dle move to show no mark on the back 
and put the stick away. You do this 
two more times. The last colored stick 
will, of course, have the star on the 
back. 

. Be Sure to 
Keep Your    
I.B.M. Member-
ship Current 
 
Bob Patterson of the I.B.M. 

Membership Committee re-

minds us that you must be 

an active member of I.B.M. 

to belong to Ring 50.   

If you haven’t already, 

don’t forget to keep your 

membership active in the 

International Brotherhood 

of Magicians to enjoy the 

benefits of membership. 

Send dues to: Internation-

al Brotherhood of Magi-

cians, 13 Point West Blvd, 

St. Charles, Missouri, USA 

63301. 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
Louis Meyer -                           19-Aug 
Robert Patterson -                   20-Aug 
Eric Redman -                          20-Aug 
Lou Ann Generous -                21-Aug 
Dick Steiner -                           23-Aug 
Michael R. Wolfson -               24-Aug 
Jason  Goldberg -                    25-Aug 
Tommy K. Meeker -                 28-Aug 
Jeffrey Grobman -                    28-Aug 
Benjamin Tran -                         1-Sep 
Scot Christenson -                     9-Sep 
Dave Roberts -                         13-Sep 
Ken Norris -                              14-Sep 
Richard Cohn -                         15-Sep 
Keith Harmon -                         19-Sep 
Larry Lipman -                          19-Sep 
Alec Negri -                              19-Sep 
Matthew Nichols -                    19-Sep 

 Ring 50 Treasurer’s Report 
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  Dick Christian 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Photos from John Roberts Appreciation Night Feb. 5, 2020 

Photos by Mike Wolfson 
Larry Lipman 

Danny Selnick Jason Goldberg Barney Sperling 

Arnold Fuoco 

President Craig Fifer & John John and Barbara Roberts 

Bob Patterson & John Arnie Levin and assistants 
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Editor’s Note: Ring 50 mem-

ber Dr. William Wells served 

as international president of 

the International Brother-

hood of Magicians from 

1983 to 1984. 
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 Recommended Reading 
From the late  Ring 50                
member Dick Christian 

 
 As the saying goes, 'those who 
ignore history are bound to repeat it." 
That is as true for magic as for any-
thing else in life. Most of us spend 
far too much money and far too 
much time, either online, in the mag-
ic shop or browsing the dealers' ta-
bles at a magic convention in our 
quest for the “latest and greatest” 
trick because we have failed to study 
- and learn - the rich history con-
tained on the vast literature of magic. 
We would not only have mastered a 
repertoire of effects sufficient for 
several lifetimes of performing but 
would be far better performers as 
well if we spent more time reading 
just one shelf of the books that are 
available to us - many of which are 
probably gathering dust in your li-
brary as you read this. 
 
 With that in mind I have compiled 
the following list of books that I rec-
ommend as essential reading for any-
one who is more interested in actual-
ly acquiring a mastery of the funda-
mentals of performing magic than in 
simply filling the coffers of those in 
the business of selling (but seldom 
actually performing) - magic. While 
no list can cover everything there is 
to know about all the types and as-
pects of magic, this one will provide 
even the most dedicated student all 
he, or she, needs. 
 
General Magic 
Virtually everything you'll ever need 
to know about magic can be found in  

 
the following books and much of the 
"new' stuff on the market today is 
either copied or derived from the 
contents of these books. 

♦ Greater Magic (John Northern 
Hilliard) 
♦ Cyclopedia of Magic, Learn 
Magic, and The Amateur Magi-
cian's Handbook (all by Henry 
Hay) 
♦ Classic Secrets of Magic (Bruce 
Elliott) 
♦ The 8 volume Tarbell Course in 
Magic (Harlan Tarbell) 
♦ Mark Wilson Complete Course 
in Magic (Mark Wilson) 
♦ Big Book of Magic (Patrick 
Page) 
♦ Now you See It Now You Don't 
(Bill Tarr) 

 
Magic Theory and Showmanship 

♦. Our Magic (Maskelyne and 
Devant) 
♦ The Trick Brain, Magic By 
Misdirection and Showmanship 
for Magicians (all by Dariel Fitz-
kee) 

♦ Magic and Showmanship 
(Henning Nelms) 
♦ Find the Stuff That's You (Chris 
Carey) 
♦ The Books of Wonder (Tommy 
Wonder) 
♦ Magic and Meaning @Eugene 
Berger and Robert E- Neale) 
♦ The Experience of Magic 
(Eugene Berger) 
♦ Shattering illusions (Jamy Ian 
Swiss) 

 
Sleight of Hand 

♦ Sleight of Hand (Edwin T. 
Sachs) 
♦ Magic Without Apparatus 
(Camille Gaultier) 
♦ The Magic Book (Harry Lo-
rayne) 

 
Magic With Cards 

♦ The Royal Road to Card Magic 
(Jean Hugard and Fredrick Braue) 
♦ Expert Card Technique (Jean 
Hugard) 

 
Magic With Coins 

♦ Modern Coin Magic (J.B. Bo-
bo) 
 
Mentalism 

♦ Thirteen Steps to Mentalism 
(Tony Corinda) 
♦ Practical Mental Magic (Theo. 
Annemann) 

 
 Obviously no list can be 
"complete" and there are many fine 
books on these and other subjects 
available, but those I've listed are 
certainly more than enough to start a 
good magic library. 

Dick Christian 


