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     Mario	“The	Maker	
Magician”	 Marchese,	
called	“the	best	kid’s	
magician	 in	 the	
world”	 by	 David	
Blaine,	 will	 give	 an	
exclusive	 lecture	 for	
Ring	 50	 members	
March	3	starting	at	7	
p.m.	 	 Look	 for	 a	
Zoom	 link	 in	 an	
upcoming	email.	
Mario’s	 lecture	 for	 magicians	

won	him	the	2020	Lecture	of	the	
Year	Award	from	Penguin	Magic.		
Mario	 had	 been	 scheduled	 to	
lecture	 and	 perform	 at	 Magi-
Whirl	 in	 2020,	 before	 the	 event	
was	 cancelled	 because	 of	 the	
pandemic.	
					

and	do-it-yourself	gizmos,	
Mario’s	humor	and	punk	rock	
slapstick	 style	 of	 performing	
are	 a	 hit	 with	 young	 people	
and	 adults	 as	 well.	 	 He	 has	
performed	 on	 Sesame	 Street,	
NBC’s	 Universal	 Kids,	 HGTV	
and	did	a	live	tour	with	David	
Blaine.	

Broken Wand Ceremony  
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at	the	2019	Magi-Whirl,	which	
was	 canceled	 due	 to	 the	

coronavirus	pandemic.			
You	can	hear	and	see	more	from	Mahdi	at	The	

Magic	Word	Podcast	with	Scott	Wells.	
Check	it	out	at:	

https://www.themagicwordpodcast.com/scottwel
lsmagic/536-mahdi-gilbert	

To	see	Mahdi’s	amazing	performance	on	Fool	Us	
with	 Penn	 and	 Teller,	 check	 out	 this	 video:	
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=2S8hB2XoUb
4&feature=emb_title	

Mahdi	 also	 has	 his	 own	 podcast	 called	 “The	
Caged	Canary”	on	the	BeforeMagic.com	website.	

   Mahdi Gilbert holds “Fool Us” Trophy 

 

Chris Capehart to Lecture May 5 
		Master	 magician	 Chris	 Capehart,	 who	

	
			Chris	 is	 an	 old	 friend	 of	 Ring	 50	 and	
performed	 at	 Magi-Whirl	 in	 201?.	 He	 is	
an	 acclaimed	 children’s	 performer	 and	
has	 been	 doing	magic	 for	more	 than	 50	
years.		His	ring	routine	is	legendary.		So	is	
his	comedy.	
				On	“Fool	Us”	he	did	three	routines	including	a	“Jedi	
Card	Trick”	 in	which	he	made	a	 card	 fall	down	 just	
by	 pointing	 at	 it	 and	 popped	 one	 balloon	 inside	
another	one—magically.		The	balloon	trick	is	the	one	
that	 Penn	 and	 Teller	 said	 they	were	 fooled	 by,	 but	
Chris	 isn’t	 sure	 they	 really	knew	how	he	did	any	of	
the	tricks.	

Chris	began	 his	magic	 career	with	 a	
performance	 at	 the	 legendary	 Apollo	
Theater	in	Harlem	in	1969	when	he	was	
19	 years	 old.	 He	 later	 performed	 as	 a	
street	 magician	 in	 Philadelphia	 and	
New	York	City.		
He	 has	 performed	 at	 The	 Magic	

Castle,	Monday	Night	Magic	 in	New	York	City,	
in	 Las	 Vegas	

in	Blackpool,	England.	
Here	is	a	link	to	Chris’	performance	on	Penn	

and	Teller’s	“Fool	Us.”	
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=92GW

TTYZjq0	
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 Sure, you know that 
David Copperfield 
vanished the Statue of 
Liberty and that David 
Blaine hung in a clear 
box for 44 days over 
the Thames River.  

But do you know to whom 
Harry Keller passed the 
magic wand to designating 
the next Royal Dynasty of 
Magicians? Or who was the 

 
Houdini? Or which famous 
magician is believed to have 

been the inspiration for the 
Wizard of Oz?  

2

Members of The 
Conjurors showed they are 
full of magical knowledge 
and the history of magic in 
a fast-paced trivia game at 
their meeting Feb. 3 hosted 
by Youth 
Activities 
Director 
Louis Meyer 
with 
assistance 
from Sgt. at 
Arms Reggie 
Rice.  

3

Interspersed with the 
questions, Louis showed 
some videos of these 
legends of magic,including 
footage of Houdini, Criss 

Angel and 
Mark 
Wilson.  

 
ties for 

first place and ties for 
second place.  

All of the 15 questions 
were promptly answered, 
some almost before 
Louis could finish asking 

the question. 
Know any kids 8-12 

interested in magic? The 
Conjurors meet at 6 p.m. 
the first Wednesday of 
every month for magic, 
learning and fun. 

Contact Louis at 
Youth@IBMRing50.org 

Rare video of Harry Houdini 
being handcuffed before 
plunging into a river 

Louis Meyer plays host 

David Blaine forces a card. 

The late great 
Mark Wilson 

See the Quiz on page 6 
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in the virtual meeting with Alejandro Navas.

Chuck Jones does as 
Alejandro does. 

 

Continued next page. 
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Ring 50 Meetings 
(All meetings will be held on 

Zoom at 7 p.m. and are 
exclusively for Ring 50 members 

unless otherwise indicated.) 
 

Feb. 24—Al Cohen 
Broken Wand 
Ceremony. Open to 
the entire magic 
community. 
 
March 3—Mario 
“The Maker 
Magician” 
Marchese 
 
March 24–Mystery Prop 
Night 
 
April 7–Mahdi 
Gilbert (‘Fool Us’ 
winner) 
 
Broken Wand 
Ceremony 
 for John Roberts  
at start of meeting. 
 
April 22–Magic 
maker/dealer Show & Sell  
 
May 5--Chris 
Capehart (‘Fool 
Us’ winner) 
 
June 3–Ring 50 Open 
Performance Night 
 

Alejandro displays a prediction. 

Marc Carrion helped with a trick and in 
translating when Alejandro needed it. 
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10a. What magician 
performed on primetime TV 
more than any other? 
11. Many illusionists use 
misdirection to trick their 
audiences. What magician 
born in 1849 was such a 
master of misdirection that 
many believe he was the 
inspiration for the character 
of the wizard in L. Frank 

 

 
Lance Burton’s elegant magic. 

Answers 
If you can’t turn your 
computer upside down, 

stand on your head. 
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Tommy Halladay – Magic  
Without Trick Photography  

Hello, my name is Tommy 
Halladay. I’m 24 years old 
and currently living in 
Alexandria and teaching 
preschool. I first got into 
magic when I was about 10 
years old. My family took a 
trip to New York City and one 
day we went to the huge 
Toys-R-Us store that used to 
be in Times Square. There is 
where I bought my first magic 
kit. I probably learned no 
more than three or four tricks 
from the 100-trick kit, but 
seeing how those few tricks 
amazed people is what got me hooked. 

I joined Ring 50 when I was about 12 
years old after meeting Danny Selnick. 
Danny had a huge part in getting me into the 
magic community. The main genre of magic 
I perform would have to be close-up/street 
magic. I love performing live for people, but I 
also love to create magic videos for social 
media. When I was in high school, I started 
a series of videos on my Instagram called 
Magic Monday’s.  
    When I first started performing magic for 
video/social media, I was just sitting in my 
bedroom filming me doing quick visual tricks 
on my cellphone. As time went on, the 
quality of my videos and magic would get 
better. I graduated high school and then 
went to Northern Virginia Community 
College for a degree in Photography & 
Media. While I was studying photography, I 
thought it would be a fun challenge to try 
and incorporate magic in with photography.  

I then learned to perform 
short magic tricks for video, 
and then I went to learn to 
perform a magic trick in a 
photo. This is how I started 
my project, “No PhotoShop.” 

My goal was to create 
magical photos that looked 
like they were created using 
PhotoShop, but not using 
PhotoShop at all. It was a 
tough challenge.  

I went from performing 
magic live with real people 
and it was all about the 
experience. Now I had to 

create something 
 movements, moments, talking 

and distracting. I couldn’t do any of these. I had to 
take what I knew 
from performing 
magic and learn to 
take many magical 
moments and 
freeze them into 
one visual moment.  

I continued this 
project through 
many of my 
semesters at 
college and I still work on it since I have 
graduated.  

You can check out my “No PhotoShop” project 
on my website  

www.tommyhalladay.com/nophotoshop   
and my Magic Monday series on my 
Instagram www.instagram.com/tommygotmagic  

Thank you so much, Tommy Halladay 
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   A typical cups and balls routine includes 
many of the most fundamental effects of 
magic: the balls can vanish, appear, transpose, 
reappear and transform. Basic skills, such as 
misdirection, manual dexterity, sleight of 
hand, and audience management are also 
essential to most cups and balls routines.  
   As a result, mastery of the cups and balls is 
considered by many as the litmus test of a 
magician's skill with gimmick style tricks.  
   Magician John Mulholland wrote that Harry 
Houdini had expressed the opinion that no one 
could be considered an accomplished magician 
until he had mastered the cups and balls. 
Professor Hoffman called the cups and balls 
"the groundwork of all legerdemain." 

Color Face 
Effect: Predict what poker 
chip color the spectator will 
select. 
Method: The effect is based 
on two principles. The Gypsy 
peek and the magician's 
choice. Hand four different 
color poker chips to the spectator. While she is 
examining the chips, write down any of the 
colors--we will use Red for this explanation. Put the 
prediction away but in a place that is obvious you 

can not reach and change. Cover 
your eyes with your left hand and 
extend the right hand to a position 
where you can see using the 
Gypsy peek. Ask the spectator to 
hand you two of the chips.  

    1. If he hands you the Red and another one, ask 
him to put the ones he is holding in his pocket and 
ask him to take one of the ones in your hand.  
        a. If he takes the Red, put the other one away. 
        b. If he takes the other one, ask him to put it 
away and then ask him to hold the one you are left 
with. 
    2. If he handed two of the other colors, put them 
away in your pocket and ask him to hand you one 
more. 
         a. If he hands you the Red, ask him to put the 
other one away. 
         b. If he hands you the other one, put it away 
with the ones in your pocket. 
At the end we are left with the Red poker chip.  
 
    You can now reveal the prediction, or do a little bit 
more of presentation. Use four questions and ask 
the spectator to say YES to all of them...  
    Did you pick the white chip? YES.  
    Did you pick the red chip? YES.  
    Did you pick the green chip?... and then eliminate 
two where you 'think' he lied.  
   Then ask them to answer NO to the next two 
questions.  
    Did you pick the red chip? NO. 
    Did you pick the blue chip? NO. 
    I see... it's not the blue... you picked the RED. 
   That is when you can tell them: What if it was not 
a free choice at all? What if you had seen the 
future? What if you were able to predict their 
choices from the beginning? 
   Ask them to read the prediction (which you have 
not touched) 
Note: The name is based on an effect by Pablo 
Amira using gimmicked poker chips, called Poker 
Face  
 
 
 
 

We are adding new members to The 
Conjurors. If your child loves magic and is 
between the ages of 7 to 16 then they can 
join us for our monthly Zoom meetings. They 
are free to all; we simply want to encourage 
kids to learn magic. Contact Louis Meyer at 
Youth@ibmring50.org with your child's name 
and your email and your child will be added 
to the list! 
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Arnold Levin         March 4 
Tom Beutner         March 8 
Alan Anderson      March 14 
Dan Miller         March 15 
Drew Owen         March 15 
Bob Greenwald      March 20 

          -- Author unknown 


