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	 at	 the	 2020	

.	
Check	it	out	at:	

https://www.themagicwordp
odcast.com/scottwellsmagic/5
36-mahdi-gilbert	

	
https://www.youtube.com/w
atch?v=2S8hB2XoUb4&featur
e=emb_title	

Mahdi	 also	 has	 his	 own	
podcast	 called	 “The	 Caged	
Canary”	 on	 the	
BeforeMagic.com	website.	
	

   Mahdi Gilbert holds “Fool Us” Trophy 
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Second ‘Fool Us’ Winner in Two Months 

			

an	 acclaimed	

Here	 is	 a	 link	 to	 Chris’	 performance	 on	
Penn	and	Teller’s	“Fool	Us.”	
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=92

GWTTYZjq0 

 24 
    We had so much fun last July at the 
Mystery Props Challenge that we’re 
doing it again at 7 p.m. March 24.  
     Go to the Zoom link 
https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/regis
ter/tZwtd-
itrzsuG9Q1gLAJCZvjovxXhl0kpL_y 
    Participants will be split into teams 
using Zoom breakout rooms to gather 
privately. Each team will have 15 
minutes to create and rehearse a 
magic trick using common props, 
which will remain a mystery until the 
challenge begins.  

    

   To be creative, each team 
will be allowed to replace 
one of  the required props 
with any item of their choice.  
     Once the 15 minutes are 
up, each team will choose a 
performer to demonstrate 

their trick to the Ring.  
    After each performance, the teams 
will explain how they created their 
magic trick.  
      Everyone is invited to offer 
constructive feedback on the trick and 
the performance.  
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Mario ‘the Maker’ Magician 

Motivates diy creativity 

 Matrix. 

Small silks deliver big impact on 
virtual screens. 

A robot delivers 
Mario’s magic wand. 

An inspirational opener. 
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Mario ‘the Maker’ Magician 

Ring 50 members were part of the lecture with Mario ‘The Maker Magician’ Marchese.  From left, 
Adam Stone’s daughters help with an Invisible Deck routine, Mike Wolfson keeps his eyes on the 
magic box and Tommy Halladay picks a card. “But don’t pick the four of diamonds,” Mario pleads. 

Mario reacts with wonder to a flying device 
he assembles right in front of the virtual 

spectators. 

Adam Stone gets Mario’s kids to 
dump sponge balls over him. 
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Territorial Vice 
President 
Dwight 
Redman has 

 a three-
year term on 

the International Brotherhood 
of Magicians’ 

from 2021 to 2024. 
     

  Don’t miss out on the vital Ring 50 
news including what’s coming up in 
the next few months, what happened at 
previous meetings, Who’s Who in Ring 50, the Magic Quickie, reports 
from The Conjurors and special features. 
   The Magi-Gram is only sent to Ring 50 members in good standing, 
meaning you must have paid your 2021 dues.  Persons who have not 
paid their $20 dues by April 15 (less than you’ll pay the I.R.S.) will be 
cut off from future issues until their dues are current. Go 
to  https://ibmring50.org/membership/  or send your dues to  
Bob Patterson, IBM Ring 50 Treasurer 
3450 Wainscott Place 
Lake Ridge, VA 22192-5263 
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gave The Conjurors an hour 
workshop on the method, 
the trick and a basic 
routine for the Cups and 
Balls.  

2

   First Louis demonstrated 
the trick. Then, using a split 
screen with a magic camera 
and a camera on himself, he 
showed the step-by-step 
workings of the effect. 
Then he had the Conjurors 
do the trick with him and 
then on their own. At one 
point, when a Conjuror 
missed a step, Louis walked 
him through the entire 
routine. 
    The routine Louis taught 
was a basic Cups and Balls 
effect:  Three stacked cups 

3

are shown mouth 
up with three 
balls nestled in 
the top cup. 
    The performer 
du

 
     The performer 

then places one ball on the 
top (actually the bottom) of 
a mouth-down cup and 
covers it with another cup.  
A magic move and magic 
word and the two cups are 
tipped over to reveal that 
the ball has seemingly 
penetrated the cup. 
    This is repeated once or 
twice with the ball being 
placed on a different cup. 
    Then a cup is placed 
mouth-down over another 
cup and a ball is placed on  
             Continued	next	page	
	
. 

Youth Activities Director Louis Meyer conducts a 
workshop on the Cups and Balls for The Conjurors. 
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top. A magic word, a magic 
tap and when the cups are 
tipped over, two balls are 
now revealed beneath. 
    Leaving the two balls 
together on the table, a cup 
is placed over both of them. 
The third ball is placed on 
top and – magically – all 
three balls are shown now on 
the table under the cup. 
   To alleviate suspicion 
regarding the cups, Louis 
demonstrated a clever way 
of handing the cups to the 
spectators after the effect. 
    All of the Conjurors either 
came to the meeting with a 
purchased set of Cups and 
Balls or used household 

  

1

Since most of the 
Conjurors were using the 
plastic set with a red, 
blue and yellow cup, Louis  

2

Prizes for Conjurors Trivia Contest Winners 

   Before the pandemic, 
several Ring 50 members 
donated magic props, 
books, tricks and 
equipment for The 
Conjurors. 
   At the Conjuror’s 
February meeting, Youth 
Activities Director Louis 
Meyer said that prizes 
would be awarded to the 
winners of that month’s Magic 
Trivia Contest. 
  .  

  Four members of the 
Conjurors won prizes 
as a result of the 
contest. Those prizes, 
from the donations of 
Ring 50 members, 
were distributed in 
early March.  
   

 Conjurors. 

Prizes awarded from the Trivia Contest 
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Chuck Jones – Chuck Thomas 
What’s in a Magician’s Name?  
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Chuck Jones-Chuck Thomas What’s In a Name? 
about doing magic professionally, I 
should adopt a stage name.   

    The pandemic seemed 
like a perfect time to do this 
because I could come out of 
it on the other side with my 
new stage name.  
    The "Thomas" part was 
simple.  That's also a 
common last name, and it's 
my middle name.  I needed 
to drop the "Jones" primarily 
for the URL.   

     ChuckJonesMagic.com is already 
taken by my more famous namesake. 
And ChuckJones.com is taken by the man 
who drew all those famous cartoon 
characters.  
    But ChuckThomasMagic.com is 
mine.  All mine! 

Dan Miller              March 14 
Drew Owen            March 14 
Bob Greenwald      March 20 
Robert Branter        April 1 
Jacob Miller            April 1 
Gil Jackson              April 4 
Mitchell Marovitz   April 9 
Mike Leggett          April 18 
Bob Weiman           April 18 
Eric Henning           April 24 
Christophe Jelinski  April 29 
 
 

     ABroken Wand 
ceremony will be held 
April 7 to celebrate the 
life and memory of long-
time Ring 50 member 
John Roberts. 
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Magicians in the White House 
Wayne Alan Book Coming in July  

12

published by Atlantic 
National Publishing who 
also published Wayne’s 
book Magical Meatless 
Meals-Famous Foods 
from Famous People and 
Places. He is the only 
magician to write a 
cookbook which was 
critically acclaimed and 
sold out its first printing in 
2009. 

Wayne Alan and former first lady Laura Bush 

He has performed on 
national TV on Entertainment 
Tonight, MTV, Inside Edition, 
Good Morning America, 
ABC, NBC and CBS Network 
News programs.  
    He's also appeared with 
Oprah Winfrey, Larry King 
and Maury Povich.  He has 
acted as a consultant for 
magicians David Copperfield 
and Criss Angel.   
      Semiretired he purchased 
The Historic North Theatre in 
Danville, VA in 2012. The 
1947 theatre with 500 seats 
including a full balcony was 
beautifully restored in 2005 
with $3.5 million.  
   Wayne performs his magic 
and illusion show there about 
once a month. 
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Broken Wand Ceremonies Celebrate 
  

1

  Ring 50 held Broken 
Wand ceremonies 
recently to honor the 
lives and memories of 
long-time members Al 
Cohen and Arnauld F. 
“Scotty” Scafidi. 
    I.B.M. Territorial 
Vice President 
Dwight Redman 
conducted the 
ceremony for Al on 
Feb. 24 and for Scotty 
on March 3. 
    Family, friends and 
former employees of Al’s Magic 
Shop participated in the evening 
of remembrance, which also 
included a video slide show of 
photos of Al and highlights from 
an interview he did with 
members of the King Ring in 
Hagerstown, Md., a few years 
ago. 
      
by family, friends and Ring 50 
members. 
     Al’s son, Stan, and Scotty’s 
daughter, Susan, and his wife, 
Wilma were the guests of honor 
for the two ceremonies. 

2

     Stan Cohen told us a few 
stories about Al. He said Al was 
doing magic right up to the end 
of his life and never lost the 
ability to entertain people. John 
Swomley showed excerpts of a 
video of an interview with Al 
made after he had retired from 
running the magic shop.  
    

 

3

   
   Dwight shared a 
personal story about 
Scotty. When Dwight’s 
son, Eric, was a boy and 
just getting interested in 

magic, Scotty gave him 
a large trunk of magic 

tricks, with the 

        Al Cohen                                Scotty Scafidi 

Roberts Broken 

 
A  Broken Wand 
ceremony will be  
held April 7 to  
celebrate the life and 
memory of long-time  
Ring 50 member  
John Roberts. Stan Cohen and Susan Scafidi recall their fathers and how much 

magic and Ring 50 meant to each of them. 
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 Broken Wand Ceremonies 

Dwight Redman performed the 
Broken Wand at both 

ceremonies. 

Joe Swomley showed clips from a talk Al 
gave to the King Ring in Hagerstown. 

Bill Wells 

Craig Fifer Eric Henning Larry Lipman Danny Selnick Joe Zabel 

Jonathan Steigman Matt Neufeld Glenn Farrington Michael Kranish Bob Weiman 

Robyn Mustich Jason Goldberg Eric Redman Wes and Natalie Iseli 


