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    On “Fool Us” he did three routines 
including a “Jedi Card Trick” in which 
he made a card fall down just by 
pointing at it and popped one balloon 
inside another one—magically.  The 
balloon trick is the one that Penn and 
Teller said they were fooled by, but 
Chris isn’t sure they really knew how 
he did any of the tricks. 

He has performed at The Magic 
Castle, Monday Night Magic in New 
York City, in Las Vegas and at the 
Blackpool Magic Convention in 
Blackpool, England. He’s also 
featured in the March issue of The 
Linking Ring. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=9
2GWTTYZjq0 
 

Chris Capehart 
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				Ring	 50	 will	 hold	 a	 special	 bonus	 meeting	 on	
THURSDAY,	April	22	with	Ace	Magic	Studio	out	of	the	
United	 Kingdom.	 Ace	 Magic	 is	
known	 for	 its	 innovative	 and	
exclusive	 magic	 that	 is	 not	
available	anywhere	else.			
				The	meeting	will	be	 conducted	
over	Zoom.	 	 If	you	are	a	Ring	50	

member	 in	 good	 standing	 –	 that	
means	your	current	dues	are	paid	
–	 look	 for	an	email	 in	 the	coming	
days	 giving	 connection	
instructions.	
					In	 addition	 to	 seeing	 exclusive	
magic	effects,	Ace	Magic	promises	
that	Ring	50	members	“will	come	

away	 learning	 stuff	 you	 may	 never	
have	 thought	 of,	 for	 free!	 You	 will	

also	 be	 given	 an	 unique	 discount	 code	 that	 can	 be	
used	to	save	money	during	and	after	the	lecture.”	
				The	

			

Stevo Watson 
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Our lecturer for the 
April 7th meeting was 
Mahdi Gilbert. Mahdi 
is a professional sleight 
of hand card magician 
and Winner of “Penn & 
Teller’s Fool Us!” He 
was born without hands 
and feet and so had to 
individually create all of 
the techniques he 
employs in his illusions.  

He's stated, "I had to 
become self-sufficient from 
an early age; there's no magic 
books written for me."  

Over 700 million people in 
26 countries have been 
mesmerized by his magic. He 
has been featured on “Penn 
& Teller’s: Fool Us.” “The 
Amazing Magicians,” 

 
“Star King,” “IMPOSSÍVEL,” 
“The One Show,” “Ocean of 
Dreams,” and “Die Ehrlich 
Brothers präsentieren: 
Showdown der weltbesten 
Magier.” 

     Mahdi opened our lecture 
by performing the trick he 
used to fool Penn and Teller, 
his oil and water routine. 
Mahdi took three black and 
three red cards and fairly 
mixed them red, black, red, 
black, red, black. He said he 
needed to borrow something 
from a member of the 
audience, 
something 
he didn’t 
have...hands.  
   Craig Fifer 
volunteered 
his hands 
and Mahdi 
asked him to 

a more fair manner 
and each time, the 
cards separated 
again.
    Then Mahdi 

asked any of us who had a 
deck of cards close by (of 
course, almost everyone did) 
to remove three red and 
three black cards and 
arrange them to alternating 
order. After following him in 
seemingly random mixing 
and flipping of cards, we all 
ended up with the red cards 

face

    Mahdi was 
very generous 
in sharing the 
methods for his 
tricks as well as 
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I.B.M. Convention 
Registration Chairman (and 
Ring 50 Treasurer) Bob 
Patterson has announced that 
“out of an abundance of 
caution the I.B.M. made the 
decision to postpone our 
Live 2021 Convention in 
Pittsburgh and we are 
converting it into a virtual 

  
   “If you were not 
registered for the Pittsburgh 
convention you can still 
enjoy the 3-day 2021 virtual 
convention for only $99.   
   “This includes extending 

 
www.magician.org/conventi
on/online-2021-member 
   “We are excited for you to 
see what we have planned, 
and we appreciate you as 
loyal I.B.M. members,” 
Bob said. 
 

    This will be the last 
Magi-Gram for people who 
have not paid their Ring 
50 dues for 2021. 
   That means you won’t 
get the latest news about 
upcoming Ring meetings. 
You won’t be able to read 
what happened at the last 
meeting.  You won’t get 
our Who’s Who and other 
features. 
   And…you won’t get the 
Secretary’s mailings 
containing the Zoom link 

https://ibmring50.org/mem
bership/  or send your 
dues to:  
Bob	Patterson	
IBM	Ring	50	Treasurer	
3450	Wainscott	Place	
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and 
linked the two ropes to 
form one long rope. 

Scott Entertains Conjurors and Adult Members
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Scott Conjures Virtual Magic Show in April
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and asked 
Ring 50 
member Arnold 

2

 
 
Mike Leggett      April 18 
Bob Weiman       April 18 
Peter Ackerman    April 22 
Eric Henning       April 24 
Christophe Jelinski  April 29 
Bill Wells           May 1 
Louis Hofheimer      May 3 
Dick White          May 3 
Dan Krevere         May 6 
Stu Finley           May 7 
Roy Thompson        
Mike Peckham       
Kevin Sievers       May 14     

3

 

  

 chance to talk about the 
process we went through to 
come up with our routines. 

 Show    
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Brendan Mulvaney—A Marine  
Makes Magic 

Ring	 50	 member	 Brendan	 S.	
Mulvaney	 says	 he’s	 loved	
magic	 as	 a	 spectator	 since	
childhood,	 but	 an	 incident	 in	
2002	 changed	 his	 approach	 to	
magic.	 	 Here’s	 how	 Brendan	
tells	it:	
				“On	 a	 trip	 to	 Niagara	 Falls,	
we	were	eating	 in	a	restaurant	
overlooking	 the	 falls,	 and	 they	
had	 a	 strolling	 magician.	 Most	
people	didn't	engage	with	him,	
or	let	him	do	one	trick	and	then	
went	back	to	 their	meal.	He	came	to	our	table,	
where	 Samantha	 and	 I	were	 excited	 for	 a	 little	
magic.	 	 He	 ‘stole’	 her	 wedding	 ring--looped	 it	
onto	a	key	ring	in	his	back	pocket.		That	had	us	
hooked,	 he	 stayed	 for	 probably	 15	 minutes,	
doing	 a	 variety	 of	 close-up	magic,	 the	memory	
of	which	still	amazes	me	to	this	day.		This	really	
rekindled	my	love	of	watching	magic.		
			“Then,	for	my	birthday	one	year,	Samantha	got	
me	 tickets	 to	 see	David	Copperfield	 perform	 in	
Shanghai.	 It	 was	 terrific;	 everything	 you	 hear	
about	 his	 performances	 was	 true.	 	And	 finally,	
once	 we	 had	 kids,	 and	 with	 the	 advent	 of	
YouTube	and	streaming,	one	year	we	spent	the	
entire	 day	 of	 New	 Years	 Day	 watching	
magicians--famous	 and	 ‘unknown’--and	 the	
whole	family	was	riveted.	
				“I	first	heard	about	Ring	50	and	I.B.M.	in	2017	
during	a	holiday	show	when	the	Ring	invited	our	
Cub	Scout	Pack.		 I	 loved	it,	and	our	twin	boys—
Ryan	 and	 Sean—were	 enthralled.		 They	 joined	
the	 Counts	 of	 Conjuring	 (now	 The	 Conjurors),	
and	 I	 followed	 along,	 both	 for	 the	 Counts	 and	

 and	 I	 followed	along,	both	 for	 the	
Counts	 and	 then	 for	 the	 Ring	
meetings.			
			“Although	 I	 try	 my	 hand	 at	 card	
magic	 from	 time	 to	 time,	 it	 really	
was	Sean	that	took	to	it	like	a	duck	
to	water.		 He	 now	has	 a	 collection	
of	 over	 80	 decks	 from	 around	 the	
world.”			
			Brendan	 said	 he	 and	 his	 family	
had	 been	 looking	 forward	 to	
attending	 the	 International	
Brotherhood	 of	 Magicians	

conventions	 in	 Pittsburgh	 (twice!),	 both	 of	 which	
have	 been	 cancelled	 (the	 2021	 convention	 will	 be	
held	virtually)	because	of	the	COVID-19	pandemic.	
				“We	 have	 loved	 the	 Ring	 50	 Zoom	meetings,	 and	
watch	them	as	a	family,	while	Sean	practices	some	of	
the	techniques	that	are	on	display.		We	look	forward	
to	the	magical	journey.”	
				In	his	professional	life,	Brendan	served	for	25	years	
in	 the	 Marine	 Corps	 flying	 AH-1W	 Cobra	 attack	
helicopters.	He	served	in	Iraq,	Okinawa,	the	Western	
Pacific,	 as	 well	 as	 in	Washington,	 D.C.,	 finishing	 his	
career	in	2016	with	the	rank	of	Lieutenant	Colonel	at	
the	U.S.	Naval	Academy	as	the	Associate	Chair	of	the	
Languages	 and	 Culture	 Department,	 teaching	
Chinese.			
			Brendan	 was	 selected	 as	 an	 Olmsted	 Scholar	 and	
lived	in	Shanghai,	China	from	2003	to	2005	where	he	
earned	his	Ph.D.	in	law	from	Fudan	University,	writing	
his	doctoral	dissertation	on	 international	relations	 in	
Mandarin.			
			“Now	 I	work	for	 the	U.S.	Air	 Force,	as	the	Director	
of	 the	 China	 Aerospace	 Studies	 Institute,	 located	 at	
Ft.	McNair,	across	from	Nationals	Stadium.”			
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Lavand, who had a big influence on him. The 
last phase was a trick, which Mahdi put into 
the routine for his virtual shows, was from 
Juan Tamariz. Mahdi advised us to always 
make sure the climax of our trick was clear to 
the audience and to come up with a 
presentation that is our own.  
      One classic trick Mahdi has made his own 
is Dai Vernon’s Triumph. He showed us his 
version as he told the story of how he would 
practice all day and all night. He would have 
to wait until the sun 
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Alec ‘Sly’ Negri – StageCoach Theatre Company, Ashburn. 
May 14 and June 19. Each show is an hour long.  Masks are 
required at the in-person shows. Get more details and buy 
tickets at:    
https://stagecoachtc.com/slys-
magic/?fbclid=IwAR0yCIwR9g7FwIiCu5Exuo1ofUB6NkZP2UFu
vqckeX45wLg0Rv5eK2oCvnQ 
 
Washington Magic – Celebrating Eric Henning’s birthday April 
24.  Performances by Eric, Krishan Mathur, Rahaan Jackson 
and others.  Go to: https://www.washingtonmagic.com/april-24-
2021-show/ 


