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January, Shabum! will give a 
20-minute show for kids, so be 
ready to invite your relatives 

and friends with 
young children. 
Then we will have 
the members-only 
lecture. 

The theme of the 
lecture by Shabum! 
will be Teaching 
Magic Tricks to 
Children.  

Kids love magic 
and there are many tricks you 
can teach them with regular 
household items or a deck of 
cards–they can even be 
animal cards. Many of us 
have, at one time or another 
at family gatherings, been 
asked to teach the kids some 
magic tricks. Shabum! will 
show us how. 

Here is a link to a clip from 
Shabum’s TV show on 
Telemundo in which he 
teaches an easy magic trick 
using rubber bands. This is in 
Spanish, but Shabum! will be 
lecturing for Ring 50 in 
English. 

https://www.youtube.com/wa
tch?v=hPcCY5Z_uYU 

Shabum! was a member of 
the I.B.M. Ring in Miami, 
where he grew up before 
moving to Puerto Rico. He’s 
been president of the S.A.M. 
Assembly in Puerto Rico and 
was on the cover of M.U.M. 
magazine in 2019. 

Watch your email from 
Ring 50 as we get closer to 
the meeting for details.  

 Zoom. 

also an invigorating discussion on how to navigate this 
unchartered territory and find fulfillment in the most unexpected 
of places. Josh will cover:  

• Virtual ACAAN: A new wrinkle on this classic plot that is 
optimized for virtual shows. It involves ANY card, ANY 
number, and ANY book chosen from your library. 
Intrigued? You'll use this.	 

• The No-Card Index: A fresh concept for being able to 
accurately predict ANY card named in a most unusual 
way. This plays well virtually or for small groups, but it 
plays particularly well for big groups on stage. 

• Into the Wild: Josh's handling of the neo-classic Wild Card 
plot. This version focuses on hyper visuals and an ending 
that takes the plot to new heights. 

• Vinferno: Josh's most popular creation, "Inferno," retooled 
for a virtual environment. This will include an unpacking of 
Josh's approach to "asymmetrical equivoque." 

• PLUS more routines and surprises along the way. 
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Open Mic Night Showcases Members’ Talents 

1

				Maybe	 it	 shouldn’t	 be	
surprising	 to	 see	 how	
magicians	 have	 adopted	 to	
performing	 online.	 	 While	 we	
all	 long	 for	 in-person	
performances	 again,	 June’s	
lineup	demonstrated	that	there	
is	 still	 a	 lot	 of	 creativity	 and	
camaraderie	 to	 be	 found	 in	
magic,	even	online.	
	
Sam	Brothers	

	
		

deck.	 	 Sam	 then	 kicked	 off	 the	
evening	 with	 a	 great	

2

	 Green’s	
Stolen	 Cards,	 based	 on	 Karl	
Fulves’	 Gemini	 Twins,	 in	 turn	
based	on	Herb	Rungie’s	Hidden	
Mystery.	 	 It	 was	 a	 great	 piece	
based	around	a	plot	involving	a	
bit	of	forensic	card	analysis.			
	
Larry	Lipman	

						Larry	 Lipman	 was	 up	 next.		
Larry	 did	 a	 fun	 Harry	 Potter	
book	test	with	a	spectator	from	
our	 Conjurors	 (youth	 magician	
group),	Kylan!		The	routine	was	
based	 on	 Robert	 Baxt's	 Better	
Book	 Test.	 	 Kylan	 picked	 his	
favorite	Harry	 Potter	 book	 and	
page	 number	 and	 Larry	 was	
able	 to	 divine	 what	 the	 text	 in	
Kylan’s	book	said	at	that	page.	
	
Drew	Owen	

Drew	Owen	 followed	with	 a	
piece	 of	 his	 own	 creation.		
When	 pressed	 for	 a	 name,	 he	
first	 suggested	 “I	 hope	 this	 is	
the	 last	 trick	 I	 have	 to	 do	 on	
Zoom.”	 His	 second	 suggestion	
also	fits:	 “Imagine	Who?”	 	If	his	
other	 tricks	 are	 as	 good,	 we	
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hope	 not!	 	 Drew	 showed	 a	
stack	of	business	cards.		One	of	
the	cards	was	blank	and	placed	
in	 a	 wineglass.	 	 Drew	
suggested	 that	 the	 card	might	
not	 be	 blank	 at	 all,	 but	 might	
actually	 represent	 someone	
who	 does	 not	 yet	 exist?		
Spectators	 helped	 come	 up	
with	 the	 person’s	 gender,	 first	
name,	 last	name,	age,	 clothing,	
location,	 and	 hairstyle,	 and	 a	
restaurant	 recommendation	
(in	 this	 case,	 a	 pizza	 store).		
The	 wineglass	 was	 turned	
around	to	reveal	 that	 a	Post-It	
Note	had	appeared	on	the	card,	
revealing	 the	 pizza	 store.		
Under	 the	 note	 was	 a	 printed	
(not	 handwritten!)	 business	
card	 with	 all	 of	 the	 predicted	
information!

Marc Carrion 

					Marc	 Carrion	 followed	with	
the	Intuition	Shuffle	using	face	

			
The	shuffling	was	extremely	
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Ring 50’s Got Talent—and Creativity—and Magic 

4

				
Dwight	Redman	

5

This,	 of	 course,	 led	 to	 a	
plethora	of	 really	bad	egg	puns	
from	 the	 audience	 that	 were	
eggstremely	 entertaining	 and	
cracked	 everyone	 up.	 	 (And	
those	 were	 just	 to	 start.)	 	 In	 a	
more	 serious	 but	 still	 light-
hearted	vein.	

	and	he	drank	the	juice!		
	

Krishan	Mathur	
Krishan	 Mathur	 followed	

with	 the	 9	 Card	 Down	 Swap,	

	 	Nine	envelopes	 labeled	
1-9	 were	 dealt	 down.	 	 As	 the	
cards	 were	 dealt,	 spectators	
were	 asked	 if	 they	 wanted	 to	
deal	 cards	 down	 or	 swap	 the	
card’s	 places,	 leading	 to	 a	

6

random	deal	of	the	cards	onto	
the	 table!	 Once	 in	 place	 in	
rows	of	four,	one,	and	four,	the	
cards	 inside	 each	 envelope	
were	 taken	 out	 and	 turned	
over	 to	 reveal	 that	 they	
perfectly	 spelled	 out	 “July	 4,	
1776!”		
	

									
JT	the	Unstoppable		
						Joseph	Mielnicki	performed	
a	 routine	 comprised	 of	
Gregory	 Wilson's	 Split	 Focus,	
the	 three	 appearing	 and	
vanishing	 coins,	 and	 his	 take	
on	 Tony	 Slydini's	 Cut	 and	
Restored	 Rope	 routine	 and	
Pop	 Haydn's	 Mongolian	 Pop	
Knot,	 called	 My	 Witchcraft	
Rope	Routine.			
The	 three	 silver	 dollars	 he	

produced	 from	 mid-air	
vanished	 just	 as	 quickly	 as	
they	 appeared!	 	 The	 musical	
accompaniment	 of	 Frank	
Sinatra’s	 Witchcraft,	 was	 a	
very	nice	touch.	

         Continued page 10  
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Louis Meyer has been teaching The Conjurors 
magic virtually during the pandemic. 

Jayden demonstrates the 
Bermuda Papers. 
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Editor’s Note: New member Brian Curry 

lectured and performed with Mark Phillips at 
Ring 50 in September 2018. Here is his 
story:  

 
At 13, about a month after learning my 

first trick, I was paid minimum wage to 
perform magic at Cox Farms. I was being 
overpaid and it was fantastic. I was a shy 
kid and that attention was addictive. 

The next year I applied and got a job at a 
magic kiosk at Tysons Corner mall. It was 
here that I was able to perform regularly in 
front of hundreds of people. I later 
discovered that my boss, a funny Irishman 
with whom I had become good friends, was 
also a conman. He was picked up by federal 
agents at our shop. My introduction to the 
magic community was very dramatic, and I 
was hooked. 

At 15 I booked my first restaurant gig 
performing magic at Clyde's of Tysons. This 
is where I learned the art of the schmooze. I 
learned how to get people to like you, and to 
fool them badly enough that they wanted to 
hire you for a private gig. Many of my 
corporate gigs originated here. I worked 
most Sundays at Clyde's for over 20 years 
until they bulldozed down the building 
(which, by the way, was not entirely my 
fault). 
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Outgoing President Craig 
Fifer Looks Back on Two 

Years of Triumph and Tumult       
 
As I pass the Ring 50 presidential torch, I 

look back on the 2020-2021 board term with 
gratitude and amazement. With 18 events in 
12 months, the last year was packed with 
magic! 

We kicked off the 2020-2021 board term at 
the height of the pandemic with the legendary 
Max Maven's first-ever virtual lecture. I'm very 
proud that the following months demonstrated 
the incredible 
diversity of the 
magic community.    

Ice McDonald 
taught us about the 
history of Black 
magicians; Woody 

Aragon stayed up 
late in Spain to wow 
us with his card magic; Sarah Trustman 
helped us sharpen our memories; Carisa 
Hendrix imparted her wit and wisdom about 
everything from character development to 
lighting; Nikola Arkane shared her Irish charm, 

live from Sweden; 
Mario Marchese 
showed us how to 
make magic (literally); 
Mahdi Gilbert amazed 
and inspired us with 
cards; Stevo Watson 
shared the latest 

magic products from 
the U.K., and Chris 
Capehart showed us 

that simple is sometimes best.  
We also showcased a huge lineup of home-

grown talent, with a Member Teach-In, two 
Mystery Prop Challenges, a Virtual 
Performance Contest, an Open Mic Night, and 
our annual public holiday show. We even 
reunited a whopping 17 former Ring 50 
presidents from the last 50 years, who each 
performed for our members. Sadly, we said 

goodbye with moving Broken Wand ceremonies 
to honor longtime members Al Cohen, John 
Roberts, and Scotty Scafidi. 

All this programming would have been 
impressive enough in any year, but it was 
particularly remarkable in a year with so much 
adversity and uncertainty.  

While we absolutely              Louis	Meyer  
made the most of the virtual environment, 
nothing can replace being together in person. 
We expect to meet at The Lyceum in Alexandria 
starting with our September 1 meeting, and we 
are already planning Magi-Whirl for early 2022! 

It has been a privilege to serve as president 
of the largest local Ring of the International 
Brotherhood of Magicians for the past two 
years. As we begin the 2021-2022 term, I look 
forward to working with the new Board, and all 
of you, to continue building on Ring 50's many 
accomplishments. 

   Craig Fifer 

Ice	McDonald	

								Mahdi	Gilbert	

Danny	Selnick	
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January 13-17, 2022 
Whether you are a magician, 

 has 
everything for the Children’s 
Entertainer, including tons of 
business classes to get more gigs. 
     entertainer 
and don’t attend Kapital Kidvention 
next year, you will be missing a good 
one.  Kapital Kidvention is a must for 
any family entertainer. 

Kidvention to be 
held again at the Hilton Mark Center. 
   

 or 703-
765-1923. 
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“That was just the kind of guy 
he was. He loved to entertain 
and do magic. He also always 
had a small entourage of highly 
skilled magicians hanging out 
with him. Rightfully so. You 
could ask him any question 
about a sleight or move used in 
magic and he could tell you 
what it was and who invented it. 
He introduced me to many other 
great magicians and we shared 
so many interesting 
conversations regarding magic 
over the years.” 

I.B.M. past international 
president and Ring 50 Treasurer 
Bob Patterson noted that “Buddy 
has always been an inspiration 
to other magicians. He will be 
greatly missed by all who knew 
him.”  

“He was a 
great 
magician 
and in later 
years was 
always 
ready to 
help others 

in the 
Ring. RIP 
Buddy.” 

   A broken wand ceremony will 
be held at a future Ring 50 
meeting. Watch your email and 
the Ring 50 Facebook page for 
details.  

Former Ring 50 presidents Bill Wells, 
Augie Arnstein and Bud Smith. 
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Continued from page 4   

	

	Jason	Goldberg		
Jason	 Goldberg	 ended	 the	

night	with	a	performance	of	 the	
Invisible	Deck.	 	His	plot	 focused	
on	 how	 people	 can	 come	
together,	 even	 in	 the	 most	
difficult	 of	 circumstances,	 to	
make	 magic,	 whether	 tricks	 or	
the	 kind	 that	 happens	 between	
friends.			
One	 spectator	 selected	 a	 face	

value	based	on	a	happy	memory	
where	 the	 number	 of	 people	 in	
their	 memory	 became	 the	 face.		

Again,	 thanks	 to	 the	
leadership	of	 the	past	year	 for	
keeping	 us	 moving	 forward,	
and	 looking	 forward	 to	 seeing	
everyone	again	in	person	soon.	

Former Ring 50 president Bud Smith loved the company of fellow magicians.  Seen in photos from left 
with Bud are Allen Cleveland, I.B.M. Territorial Vice President Dwight Redman,  Hun Woo, proprietor of 

Divine Magic Shop in Richmond, where Buddy often demonstrated magic, and Eric Jones. 

Bob Ellis                           June 16 
Jack Crouch           July 1 
Kevin McGuire                July 2 
Doug Jarman                   July 11 

 Talents 



 11 

 

																																												Continued	from	page	6	
In September 2019 I opened my newest 

project called 'The Good Liar.' It's a 
mentalism show where the audience decides 
if I'm psychic, a mentalist, or just a good liar. 
Before the pandemic it had a lot of great 
momentum, and got some solid reviews. My 
hope is to get that back on its feet. If anyone 
from Ring 50 would like to attend, please let 
me know and use the code DCRing50 for 
$15 tickets (normally $50). 

Conjurors show their stuff at June Meeting 

 

                  Continued	from	page	5	
the wallet again, they were pleased to see 
that the bill was still a $100. 
     Jayden acknowledged that the 
ending was supposed to reveal that 
the $100 had changed back to a $1, 
but because of a mistake in the 
presentation, it was still a $100.  
That touched off a lengthy 
discussion about the value of a 
magician learning how to handle a 
trick when it doesn’t go exactly as 
planned.   
    Louis noted that the audience 
doesn’t know how a trick is 
supposed to end and the good 
magician is able to handle the trick 
even when it doesn’t go as expected. 
     Sam Neville was unable to connect his 
video, but he discussed one of his favorite 

Kylan demonstrates the 
workings of the Houdini Box. 


