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show for kids, so feel free to 
invite your relatives and friends 
with young children. Then we 
will have the members-only 
lecture. 
    The 20 minute show will be  

2

open to all family and friends 
of Ring 50 members 

Please spread the word. 
    The theme of the lecture 
by Shabum! will be Teaching 
Magic Tricks to Children.  

Kids love magic and there 
are many tricks you can 
teach them with regular 
household items or a deck of 
cards–they can even be 
animal cards. Many of us 
have, at one time or another 
at family gatherings, been 
asked to teach the kids some 
magic tricks. Shabum! will 
show us how.  

       Continued	page	4	
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renowned magicians.

(with Eugene Burger, 2017)  
           
           Continued page 6  
 

Members Perform Spooky 

   Get ready to scream in terror!  Okay maybe 
not. But get ready to be 
entertained with Ring 
50 members’ take on 
Spooky Magic. 
    It’s an old Ring 50 
tradition that members 
perform Spooky Magic 
at our October meeting, so we want to keep the 
tradition alive.  Performers are asked to keep their 
act to eight minutes. 
    If you would like to perform at the Oct. 6 
meeting, please contact President Danny Selnick 
at president@ibmring50.org. 

Ring 50 will begin meeting monthly at The Lyceum, 
201 S. Washington St., Alexandria, starting Sept. 1.   
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By	Jason	Goldberg	
	
Joshua	 Jay	 has	 long	

been	 a	 friend	 of	 Ring	 50,	
from	 appearing	 at	 Magi-
Whirl	 to	 several	 of	 us	
seeing	 his	 show	 live.	
Joshua	 is	 an	
internationally	 known	
performer,	 not	 to	
mention	 one	 of	 the	
owners	of	Vanishing,	Inc.	
Josh	 started	 with	 a	

note	 about	 the	
symbolism	of	 the	Broken	
Wand	 ceremony,	 and	 how	 he	
has	 a	 framed	 photo	 with	 his	
own	 father’s	 Broken	 Wand.	
This	 has	 sparked	 an	 idea	 that	
the	 Board	 is	 considering	 for	
future	ceremonies.	
Josh	 started	with	 two	 gifts.	

He	 noted	 ShowTime,	 which	
will	 start	 with	 Derek	 Hughes.	
He	gave	everyone	in	the	Ring	a	
free	 link	 to	 join	 the	 show	
tonight!	 	 He	 then	 noted	 his	
own	 card	 system	 for	 his	 card	
magic.	 Josh	 is	 putting	 out	 a	
book	on	the	system	at	the	end	
of	 2022,	 and	 offered	 to	 give	
away	 the	 first	 set	 of	 the	work	
as	 lecture	 notes.	 We	 have	 e-
mailed	 this	 to	 all	 Ring	
members;	 please	 don’t	 share	
this	 with	 anyone	 outside	 the	
Ring!	
Josh	 expressed	 interest	 in	

coming	 back	 later	 to	 do	 his	
parlor	 material	 when	 he	
passes	 through	D.C.	 as	 part	 of	
an	upcoming	public	book	 tour	
for	“How	Magicians	Think.”	He	
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noted	that	the	book	idea	came	
up	when	he	was	doing	his	last	
tour,	 and	 he	 was	 considering	
the	 question	 of	 what	 you	 get	
someone	who	doesn’t	want	 to	
perform,	 but	 wants	 to	 know	
about	 what	 it	 is	 like	 to	
perform.	 The	 book	 will	
explore	other	aspects	of	magic	
behind	the	scenes.	
Josh	spoke	about	the	loss	of	

David	 Roth	 during	 the	
pandemic.	 Josh	 spoke	 about	
how	 he	 was	 drawn	 to	 one	 of	
Eugene	 Burger’s	 tricks,	 and	
one	 of	 the	 few	 ones	 Eugene	
did	with	coins,	 the	Three	Coin	
Mystery	 with	 Four	 Coins.	 He	
shared	 the	 video.	 It’s	 quick,	
and	 was	 a	 great	 part	 of	 the	
“peaks	 and	 valleys”	 between	
Eugene’s	 longer	 pieces	
without	a	heavy	plot.	
Josh	 turned	 to	 a	 different	

topic,	collecting.	He	noted	that	
great	 collections	 can	 be	 built	
by	 writing	 to	 current	
performers	 today	 and	 asking	
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for	 something	 that	
they	 use.	 Josh	 wrote	
to	 Eugene,	 not	
knowing	 he	 was	
terminally	 ill.	 Eugene	
shared	 the	 spool	 of	
thread	 that	 he	 used	
for	 Gypsy	 Thread	 in	
his	 performance.	 It’s	
an	 iconic	 piece	 and	 a	
real	 treasure	 of	 Jay’s	
collection.	 While	
noting	 his	 respect	 for	
Eugene,	 he	 discussed	
Eugene’s	performance	

of	the	Three	Coin	Mystery	and	
weakness	 he	 had	 with	 the	
performance.	 As	 Eugene	
performed	 it,	 you	 set	 up	 the	
trick	with	four	coins,	but	what	
happens	 to	 the	 fourth	 coin?	
The	 fourth	 coin	 is	 needed	
because	 you	 need	 the	
misdirection	it	provides	to	lap	
the	 other	 three	 coins,	 but	
nothing	happens	to	the	fourth	
coin	 itself.	 The	 next	 problem	
is	 the	method.	Eugene	 used	a	
coin	 clip	 to	 allow	 three	 coins	
to	 be	 held	 as	 a	 silent	 unit	 so	
the	audience	doesn’t	hear	the	
noise	 you	 would	 expect.	
However,	 you	 start	 the	 trick	
with	 the	 clip	 in	 your	 palm,	
which	 doesn’t	 look	 natural.	
The	 third	 problem	 is	 that	 the	
trick	 is	 very	 linear.	 You	 tell	
the	 audience	 what	 you’re	
going	to	do	and	then	you	do	it,	
which	runs	a	little	flat.		
Josh	 felt	 that	 the	 trick	

needed	 something	 more.	 To	
improve	 it,	 he	 developed	
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Shabum! 
August 4 

Continued	from	page	1	
Here is a link to a clip from 

Shabum’s TV show on 
Telemundo in which he 
teaches an easy magic trick 
using using rubber bands. 
This is in Spanish, but 
Shabum! will be lecturing for 
Ring 50 in English. 

https://www.youtube.com/wa
tch?v=hPcCY5Z_uYU 

Shabum! was a member of 
the I.B.M. Ring in Miami, 
where he grew up before 
moving to Puerto Rico. He’s 
been president of the S.A.M. 
Assembly in Puerto Rico and 
was on the cover of M.U.M. 
magazine in 2019. 

Watch your email from 
Ring 50 as we get closer to 
the meeting for details.  

This lecture is only for Ring 
50 and will be held on Zoom. 

Mike Hummer in November: Al Cohen’s 
Favorite Tricks for Lay Audiences, and 

  
  Al Cohen had his pick of any magic 
trick to perform.  So what did Al show 
non-magicians when he 
was attending social 
events or just having a 
meal out? 
    Ring 50 member Mike 
Hummer, who worked 
with Al for 17 years at Al’s 

favorite tricks and 
routines for lay people.
    Mike, who has presented his What’s 
New With Mike Hummer’s Magic for 

several years at Ring 50, will also 
showcase of acquisitions of new, 

different and improved 
magic props. 
   Mike recently 
demonstrated some of 
those props at the I.B.M. 
virtual convention. 
    After more than a year 
of not getting a chance to 

see and touch magic 
props, won’t it be 

wonderful to actually handle new 
props up close and in person? 

Mike Hummer 

  

1

some ideas based 
on neuroscience. 
In his version, he 
referred to a real 
scientific study 
where a trick was 
shown to an 
audience. One 
group was only 
asked if they knew 
how the trick was 
done. The second group was 
told they win $100 if they could 
guess the method. While most 
people would think the money 
group would be more likely to 
guess the method, the former 
group was more successful! 
Maybe because the guessers 
were less likely to be distracted?   
    In his performance, Josh 
offered $100 to anyone who 
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could guess 
  

   We 
visibly saw 
and heard 
the coins go 
into his fist. 
They 
transformed 
into the 
$100 bill, 

and the coins reappeared inside 
a coin purse! 

The method was simple! In 
his version, “The Wager,” Josh 
noted that the research study 
gave him something to talk 
about and a unique plot to work 
with.  

He didn’t want to start the 
trick with a coin clip. Rather, he 
uses magnetic coins, eliminating 
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the need for a coin clip. The coins 
are examinable as long as they 
are handed out to different 
spectators.  

The last problem he solved 
was how to bring back the four 
coins in a way such that he could 
still casually handle the coin 
purse at the end. In this case, he 
referred to inspiration from a 
Sherlock Holmes story where the 
absence of noise made a 
difference. A bulldog clip holds 
four loose coins, which allows the 
coin purse to be handled casually  

     Continued on page 13  
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Broken Wand Ceremony Honors and Remembers Buddy Smith 

1

The most solemn part of 
having friends in magic is 
remembering them when they 
pass away. We started the 
July meeting with a Broken 
Wand ceremony and farewell 
for Walter G. “Buddy” Smith 
led by Territorial Vice 
President Dwight Redman.  

Buddy, who joined the 
Ring in 1974 and was an 
Honorary Lifetime Member, 
was well known for his work 
with coins and cards, was a 
frequent 4F contributor, and 
served as Ring president from 
1978-79. 

Several Ring members 
shared their memories. Dwight 
started by speaking to how 
Buddy was a friend with his son, 
Eric, before Dwight joined the 
Ring. He thanked 
Buddy for his 4F 
advice about never 
volunteering to 
work the backstage 
shows! Bill Wells 
spoke to Buddy’s 
strength and 
determination as a 
former Marine and 
friend who was 
tough as nails. He 
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also noted Buddy’s 
fondness for sponge 
bunnies and how they used 
the trick to get good deals 
on car rentals, 
restaurants, 
and more.    

Arnie 
Fuoco spoke 
about their 

friendship and told 
a tale about 
bumping into 
Buddy while Arnie 
was on travel with 

his niece.  
Marc Carrion got 

everyone laughing 
with a story about 

hotel hot tub!

Richie Klein noted, 
as many did, that 
“Buddy was Buddy!” 
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but he had a way of getting 
along with our significant 
others. It was his spirit of 
giving 
and 
sharing 
with 
the 
magic 

community that endeared him 
to so many. Everyone said that 
once he got to know you and 
was 
on 
your 
side, 
he 
was 
very 
loyal. 

Laurie Curry noted how 
she and Buddy became friends 

when she first 
started in magic 
and he offered to 
teach her anything. 
At lectures at 
Denny’s, he 
ensured she had a 
spot where she 
could see the 

   
  

Dwight	Redman	conducts	the	Broken	
Wand	Ceremony	for	Buddy	Smith	

Arnie	Fuoco	

Marc	Carrion	

Richie Klein 

Laurie	Curry	

Stu	Finley	

hotel hot tub!  

Conntinued	next	page	



 6 

     

TAKE THE MEMBER SURVEY 
AND GET A CHANCE FOR $100 

at https://www.surveymon
key.com/r/NLTJ6CZ by 
July 23, so we can 
ensure Ring 50 provides 
the most value to our 
members.   
  If you are a member of 
Ring 50 and would like 
to be entered into a 
drawing to receive 
a $100 gift card from 
Vanishing, Inc., please 
provide your contact 
information at the end 
of the survey.      
  Otherwise, this infor- 
mation is optional. 

1

Buddy would write full letters 
with complete instructions and 
everything written out! 

Roy 
Eidem 
also spoke 
to how 
Buddy 
would 
teach you 
anything. 

He also said 
Buddy was a 
solid magician, especially with the 
rabbits, and was “a magician’s 
magician.” 

Watt 
Hyer, 
president of 
the Richmond 
Ring, talked 
about meeting 
Buddy at 
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conventions, and meeting 
Celeste Evans’ daughter, which 
had Buddy beside himself. He 
also spoke to Buddy’s deep 
contacts in the magic world.  

Reggie Rice concluded by 
talking 
about 
getting 
to 
know 

the 

“real” 
Buddy, 
getting 
past the 
“stage 
persona.”  

Farewell Buddy, and thank 
you. 

--	Jason	Goldberg	
 
 

Roy	Eidem	

Watt	Hyer	

Reggie	Rice	
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Conjurors Learn New Magic Tricks 
And Get a Demonstration of Misdirection From Slydini 

12

. 
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A Big Thank You to Past President Craig Fifer 

123

 

Craig Fifer 

Join The Conjurors 
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Al’s Magic Shop Opened Doors for Julian Oteyza 

12

Julian presents one of his artworks to 
Juliana Chen at the 2013 Magi-Whirl. 
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12

julianoteyza@gmail.com 
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Continued	from	page	7	
than the Big sign.  Drew urged the Conjurors 
to squeeze the Small sign in their mind and—

amazingly—the Small 
sign appeared to shrink. 

Drew explained how 
the signs were an 
example of using the 
properties of 
perspective in a video 
performance to make an 
object look larger or 

smaller depending on how close it is to the 
lens.  Members of The Conjurors then showed 
how they could do the effect using their own 
signs or playing cards. 

The Conjurors experienced a classic trick 
using misdirection as 
they watched a 
famous video clip of 
Slydini performing 
the Balls Over the 
Head trick on The 
Dick Cavett Show.   

Drew then showed 
the Conjurors 

another trick using 
cards that is 
sometimes referred 
to as the Ninja Card 
Trick (although it probably has other names as 
well.)  He showed two cards that he said were 
his favorites: a red and a black Four.  He 
placed the cards fairly in the middle of the 
deck and then, with a quick flick of the wrist, 
disposed of all the cards except a red and 
black Four.  After the young members failed 
to guess how the trick was done, Drew 
revealed the secret.   

   Drew showed another way of doing 
the trick by placing the cards in a shirt 
pocket. One of the Conjurors offered a 
way to expand the trick by adding 
another layer of reveal. 

As the meeting ended, Drew 
reminded the Conjurors to practice 
their tricks before performing them 
(even in front of family members) and 
stressed the importance of “knowing 
what you are going to say” at each step 
of a routine. 

Drew and the Conjurors are looking 
forward to when Ring 50 meets in 
person, starting in September.  The 
Conjurors are open to any youth age 8 
and above interested in magic. The 
meetings begin at 6 p.m. prior to the 
monthly Ring 50 meeting on the first 
Wednesday of every month. 

Slydini performing Balls 
Over the Head.  See the 
ball? 
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with the four normal 
coins that are revealed 
at the end. The clip can 
be palmed away and 
lapped, in a technique 
that calls back to some 
Slydini vanishes.  

Josh followed this 
up with a card effect, 
“Printing,” based on 
tricks by Dominique 
Duvivier and Peter 
Kane. A series of red, 
black, and blank cards 
were alternated, then 
shown to magically 
transform, complete at the end 
with the card backs “printing” 
part of Josh’s wallet and face! 
The trick opened a discussion 
about what makes a card trick 
magical? When things become 
whimsical, an unexpected space 
emerges. Josh noted how he has 
taken a gaffed wallet and further 
gimmicked it to become an 
effective switching wallet. He 
covered how he chooses the 
pictures he wants the pictures to 
reveal and all of the details to 
perform, including how to 
introduce the wallet. 

Josh’s description of the 
scientific research for his card 
plot opened a productive 
discussion. Josh has started 
working with researchers to 
explore questions about what 
audiences really think. He asked 
how many of us would give an 
introduction to the emcee before 
performing? Probably not many. 
Many acts, even the top ones, 
don’t. Yet, research shows that 
audiences that are given an 
introduction perceive the same 
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trick as 50% more enjoyable. 
Something that prequalified the 
trick seems to increase enjoyment. 
It also made the audience guess 
less accurately about how the 
trick was done. If you want your 
magic to be perceived better, you 
need to have an introduction. 
When there is an introduction, 
audiences are more likely to want 
to see the magician again! Key 
tip: Write an introduction! (Hey, 
it’s a real “one weird tip” that 
actually works!) 

Josh offered another example. 
What do people remember when 
their recall is tested? Research 
shows that people remember the 
last part, then the first, then the 
middle part of the show. 
Spectators could remember some 
tricks with particular accuracy six 
months later, but they don’t seem 
to remember the plots of card 
tricks. Digging deeper, 
researchers found an anomaly; 
people could recall card tricks if it 
involved another object that they 
could anchor their mind to, like 
Card Through Window, Card in 
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Orange, or Card Stab. 
The lesson is, whenever 
possible, anchor your 
cards to an object! For 
parlor magic, this can be 
really important! (And 
yet another “one weird 
tip” that can make a big 
difference!) While it 
wasn’t part of the 
research, Josh noted in 
response to a question 
that it’s possible to make 
a card trick more 
memorable if the cards 
had different themes. 
For example, Gypsy 

Curse uses Tarot-style cards, 
and audiences might not 
perceive that as a card trick. 

The survey Josh 
contributed to asked 1,000 
people what they liked best 
and least about magic. When 
asked what people don’t like, 
he thought they wouldn’t 
like to be fooled or the corny 
jokes. It turns out that most 
people disliked seeing tricks 
they think they’ve seen 
before. They disengage and 
their interest goes down. It 
doesn’t mean we can’t do the 
classics, but we need to find 
something different in our 
performance that the 
audience hasn’t seen before, 
such as a prop, script, or 
something else that tells 
audiences they haven’t seen 
this before. When asked 
what people like, it’s not the 
feeling of mystery or the 
challenge of trying to figure 
the trick out. Rather, the 
majority of people wanted to 
be surprised.  

Continued	from	pg.	4	
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Has the research helped Josh’s 

show? He confirmed that it has 
made a difference, and he has 
been a part of recent research 
looking at what impresses 
audiences. For example, 
spectators are most impressed 
when magicians are able to 
predict numbers between 1 and 
100 and less so when numbers 
are predicted between 1 
and 1,000. There seems 
to be a sweet spot 
between impressive and 
believability.  

Josh ended his lecture 
with a card 
demonstration. Shuffling 
the cards in several 
ways, he dealt out the 
cards and had Danny call 
stop as Josh fanned out 
the deck. Josh completed 
several dead cuts, 
identifying several 
Kings. The cards then 
transformed amazingly 
into the four Aces after being  
set aside!  

Josh then had Craig pick a 
card. He not only predicted the 
card, but he was also able to state 
its position in the deck! It was a 
great ACAAN.  He then asked 
Bob Greenwald to name any 
card. Bob selected the Nine of 
Clubs. Turning away, Josh cut 
the deck once without looking at 
it and cut to the Nine of Clubs. 
He did it again with Alex Wohl. 
Alex named any pair of cards, in 
this case the black Sevens. Josh 
dealt through the deck and Alex 
said stop. The card was a red 
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Seven. Reversing the red Seven 
and squaring the deck, Josh cut 
the deck such that the two black 
Sevens surrounded the red 
Seven! 

Stephen DeSimone and 
Craig Fifer were brought in. 
Craig selected the Ace of 
Diamonds. Josh dealt the deck 
into three piles between him 
and Stephen and Craig, dealing 

himself twice as many  
cards as Stephen and Craig. As 
part of the bet to see who had 
the Ace of  Diamonds, Josh 
kept giving more cards to 
Stephen and Craig to sweeten 
the pot, ultimately leaving 
himself with only card. Despite 
seemingly randomly shuffling 
and dealing, Josh ended up with 
only the Ace of Diamonds!  

Josh concluded by asking 
everyone to think of a card. 
Through some amazing 
shuffles, Josh produced all of 
the Diamonds in order, 
ultimately showing the entire 
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deck was in full order! 
Josh proceeded to teach 

the methods of these tricks – 
you’ll have to watch the 
video or study his notes to 
learn more. All in all, it was 
a great lecture, and we look 
forward to seeing Joshua Jay 
again soon! 

 
References: 
https://www.youtube.com

/watch?v=jTmPdbCWXms 
(Eugene Burger’s Four Coin 
Mystery) 

Coins for Wager: 
https://www.vanishingincma
gic.com/magnetic-coins/ 

Printing 2.0: 
https://www.vanishingincma
gic.com/card-
magic/printing-20/ 

http://www.magicconvent
ion.com/video/joshua-jay/ 
for (Scientific research video 
/ paper)  

 

http://www.sleightsofmin
d.com/ 

Book: Experiencing the 
Impossible: The Science of 
Magic, by Gustav Kuhn 

There’s also an entire 
organization devoted to this 
topic: The Science of Magic 

If this topic interests you, 
please let Jason know at 
secretary@ibmring50.org. 
Maybe we’ll do a book club 
discussion? 

 
 


