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Are you afraid of ghosts?  
Goblins? Monsters under the 
bed? Things that go bump in 
the night? Zombies? 
Vampires? Witches? Spiders? 
    Gooooooooddddddd. 
    Members of Ring 50 are 
preparing some spooky, scary 
(or maybe not) magic tricks and 
routines for our Oct. 66 meeting, 
which will be our first held at 

 
Street, Alexandria. 
    The meeting will begin at 7: 
30 p.m.  Please note: 

 Parking is available in the lot 
next to the building or metered 
on the street. 

president@ibmring50.org.

Set for November

Nov. 3 – Larry Hass 
Dec. 1- Holiday Show 
Jan. 5 –Member Teach-In 
Feb. 2 – Henry ‘Box’ Brown 
March 2 – NO MEETING 
March– Magi-Whirl 
(Date and location TBA) 
April 6 – Dan Lacey Contest 
May 4 – Randy Shine 
June 1 – Members Tricks 
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12

Larry Hass 

12

Richard Cohn        Sep. 15 
Keith Harman        Sep. 19 
Larry Lipman        Sep. 19 
Alec Negri               Sep. 19 
Matthew Nichols    Sep, 19 
Bob Carnathan      Sep. 26 
David Juraschek    Oct. 9 
Gregory Szlyk        Oct. 9 
Matthew Biegun    Oct. 12 
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				Our	late	friend	John	Roberts	left	us	with	
many	lasting	memories.		Last	month,	John	
gave	Ring	50	members	a	chance	to	keep	a	

part	of	his	legacy.	
An	open	give-
away	of	John’s	
magic	props	was	
held	in	the	
driveway	of	Ring	

50	President	Danny	
Selnick.		Ring	

members	were	given	the	opportunity	to	
take	John’s	props	and	books.	

John Roberts 
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3. Capture	 the	 Excitement:	
How	 do	 you	 capture	 the	
excitement	 of	 the	miracles	
if	 they’re	 happening	 so	
quickly	 that	 the	 audience	
doesn’t	 have	 time	 to	 catch	
its	 breath?	 	 Multiplying	 a	
billiard	 ball	 twice	 is	 a	
miracle,	but	doing	 it	seven	
times	 becomes	 less	
interesting.		And	don’t	do	it	
so	 casually	 that	 the	
audience	 think	 it	 isn’t	
difficult.	 	You	want	 to	give	
the	audience	the	sense	that	
what	 you’re	 doing	 is	 a	
miracle.	
4. Control	Every	Moment:	

Yes,	even	when	you	pause.		If	
you	 do	 a	 trick	 and	 you	 say	
“Uh”	or	 “Um,”	you’ll	 lose	the	
audience.	 	 Don’t	 use	 filler	
words.	 	 Pause	 if	 you	 don’t	
know	 what	 you’re	 going	 to	
say.	 	 Think	 about	 what	
you’re	 doing.	 	 Rehearse.		
Don’t	 talk	 too	 fast.	 	 On	 a	
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related	 note,	 never	 apologize	
to	 your	audience	 if	 a	mistake	
does	 occur.	 	 Acknowledge	
what	has	happened.		But	don’t	
apologize	for	things	outside	of	
your	control.		Be	Superman	to	
your	audience.			

5. Eliminate	 Weak	
Spots:	 Your	 show	will	 have	
weak	 spots.	 	 Record	 your	
act	 and	 watch	 it	 several	
times	to	find	out	what	went	
right	and	what	went	wrong.		
You	 can’t	 see	 what	 the	
audience	 sees	 otherwise.		
Direct	yourself.	 	In	addition,	
the	 magic	 itself	 is	 rarely	
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enough.	 Anyone	 can	 do	
magic;	a	6-year-old	can	do	
tricks.	 	 There	 has	 to	 be	 a	
sense	of	drama.	
6. Build	 to	 a	

Climax:	 If	 you’re	 doing	 a	
set,	 the	 audience	 should	
have	no	doubt	that	you’ve	
reached	 the	 end	 and	 that	
you’ve	 hit	 them	 hard.		
Your	 last	 trick	 doesn’t	
have	 to	be	your	 strongest	
trick,	 it	 has	 to	 be	 a	
powerful	moment.			

 
Ken next touched on 

scripting and rehearsing.  
Writing a script is hard, but it 
pays off.  Use the dictation 
feature on your phone so you 
see the weak points and learn 
what’s missing.  Be a 
marksman with your words.  
You want reactions, including 
rapt attention (totally 
fascinating), astonishment,     

   Continued page 8      
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In a video shown to the Capital Conjurors, 
the balls seemingly rolled up the slopes 
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Sure, Drew can make the pencil vanish. Even more 
surprisingly, he made the paper vanish as well. 
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As you know, our Oct. 6 
"Ring 50 Members Perform 
Spooky Magic" meeting will 
be in-person at the Lyceum, 
201 South Washington Street 
in Old Town Alexandria, and 
I'm so ready to be in-person 
and perform that night.   

Quite frankly, I think most, 
if not all, of us are ready for 
the same.  That said, I think 
it's important for me to take a 
moment to explain a bit more 
about the email I sent to 
each of you a couple of 
weeks ago asking if you'd 
feel comfortable about 
meeting in-person with the 
requirements the Ring's 
board of directors agreed 
upon.   
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The last thing we want in 
magic is politics, but we 
wanted to err on the side of 
extra caution in taking into 
account our members.  So 
many Ring 50 members are 
at an at-risk age and/or have 
complicated health issues.  A 
few members wrote back to 
me after getting my email 
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saying that while they might 
not have 

 
implemented for the greater 
health and safety of our 
members.  For that, I thank 
everyone.   

Collectively, I think we can 
all agree on one thing -- that 
we really want to get back to 
all-things magic.  I hope to 
see all of you on Oct. 6 at 
our new meeting place -- 
which I know you'll really like 
more than any other venue 
we've been to in years!   

Magically yours,  
Danny 

Can’t Wait to See 
You In Person 

123

Weber: Watch Your Language  
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    It seemed too simple to succeed.  All Wes Iseli had 
was an ungimmicked coin with which he would try to fool 
two of the world’s top magicians who had burnished their 
reputations by seeing through the tricks of other 
magicians on national television. 
    But it worked, and in the end 
Wes had successfully fooled 
Penn and Teller on “Fool Us.” 
    Maybe it was appropriate that 
Wes’ big televised moment 
came with a coin trick because 
that’s how he got interested in 
magic. When Wes was 7, his 
father owned a chain of six 
video rental stores called Video 
Box Office in and around 
Charlottesville. One day, a 
customer pulled a quarter out of 
Wes’ ear.  Wes held on to the 
quarter on the drive home, but 
when they got there, the coin had disappeared.  
     “I am sure it rolled under the seat, but in my head at 
the time the magician made it disappear and that was 
real magic,” Wes recalled. “I talked about that coin every 
time I got my hand on a quarter, and that Christmas I got 
a magic kit.”   
    At the video store, Wes was introduced to a bit of 
magic history, including watching a Houdini biography 
starring Tony Curtis.  He learned to juggle from watching 
a how-to video. 
     In high school, Wes performed magic for family and 
friends and carried an Abbott’s catalogue as well as 
several effects in his book bag. “So I was always ready to 
perform things like a coin in a nest of boxes, a Svengali 
deck, a variety of tricks with a regular deck, rubber 
bands, and whatever else I was working on.  My first paid 
show was when I was 15. It was for a teacher at my 
school. She saw me performing for friends and asked if I 
would do her kid's birthday party. I think I made $25.” 
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      While in college at Piedmont Virginia Community 
College Wes worked at a shop called Magic Tricks, in 
Charlottesville, and honed his skills. 
     “The shop was like college to me. I was getting paid 
to get an education in magic and performing for folks, 

and learning new effects 
every day and trying 
them out on customers 
who came in off of the 
street.”  
      After college, Wes 
continued doing magic 
shows on weekends and 
took a job at a bank. But 
the job lasted less than a 
year because he was 
offered a job at Virginia 
Beach during the 1996 
Halloween season 
where he could make 

$18,000 for one month. 
    “I jumped at that opportunity. It was at a farm and 
they had school kids come through in the mornings and 
pick pumpkins and go on a hayride and 
I would entertain the folks from a raised platform as 
they waited in line. They averaged 10,000-12,000 
people going through there each day. It was an 
amazing time! Then, at night, they had a 
haunted forest where the folks walked through the 
woods and, right off of the paths, the actors would put 
on scary skits or jump and scare them,” Wes said. 
     “I created a black-art effect where a bride in her 
white dress was arguing with her husband and he 
would cut her head off with a knife and drop her head 
on the ground and then run everyone off from the 
scene. It was my first time working with black art on 
that scale and there was a lot to learn, especially 
outside in the fall. Every day I was picking leaves and 
things off of my black felt backdrop.” 



 10 

1

      Wes worked Halloween 
seasons at the farm for six 
years and eventually had his 
own nighttime attraction called 
Wes Iseli's Circus of the 
Scars, where he did a 
sideshow/magic show in a 30- 
by 30-foot tent.  
     “I would eat fire on a raised 
platform between shows to 
attract an audience. I have 
amazing memories from 
those days!”  
.    Although Octobers were a 
good month for him, it was 
more difficult finding steady 
magic jobs at other times. To 
advertise his skills and 
availability, and provide a 
steady income, Wes worked at 
nine restaurants, six days a week, 
and did shows on the weekends.  
     “This was great for me because I 
met so many people: CEOs, 
teachers, principals and parents 
who would all hire me for their 
events. The way I looked at 
restaurants was that I was getting 
paid to advertise.” 
     

     “Within a few months, we were 
not only dating, but she was 
working for me full time as well. 
Now, after all these years, she is 
my boss.”  
    Wes and Natalie married in 2008 
(Wes stood on a stool so he would 
be closer to Natalie’s height) and a 
few years later had a daughter, 
Lana.  Four days after her birth, 
Lana made her first magic show 
appearance with Wes and Natalie 
and she’s been appearing in their 
shows ever since.  A year ago this 
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month, the Iselis welcomed 
identical twins Julian and Lex who 
made their magic show debut within 
a week of their birth. 
      With three children and a hectic 
schedule of shows, Wes and 
Natalie purchased an RV earlier 
this year so the entire family, as 
well as Natalie’s niece, Willow, can 
travel together. A high school 
senior, Willow is home schooling 
and helps on the road watching the 
twins during shows and then 
bringing them on stage at the end 
for a family bow. 
     Wes does about 400 shows a 
year traveling mainly throughout the 
Mid-Atlantic area with the family 
(Lana is home schooled so she can 
accompany her parents).  
    About 15 years ago, Wes began 
“The Magic of Giving Project” as a 
way to give back in a magical way.  
For 10 years in a row he stood 
outside of a Wal-Mart store—the 
first year in Staunton and the other 
nine in Ruckersville, near his home-
-performing magic for 24 hours 
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straight at Christmas time 
raising donations for the 
Children’s Miracle 
Network. 
        He has given in other 
ways. He once magically 
produced a car for a 
woman in need to keep. 
The woman had a young 
daughter who needed a 
reliable car to get to 
doctors’ appointments. 
Wes is in the process of 
turning The Magic of 
Giving Project into a 
501(c)(3) corporation. 
    “I am so blessed to be 
able to do what I love for a 

living and I wanted to use 
my gift to give back,” Wes 

said of the Magic of Giving Project. 
       A member of the International 
Brotherhood of Magicians since 
1997, Wes had been a member of 
Ring 50 for many years but let that 
connection lapse when he picked 
up a restaurant gig on the same 
night the Ring met.  Earlier this 
year he rejoined the Ring. 
       Wes, who has an extensive 
collection of magic books, says he 
enjoys all forms of magic. That 
came in handy when he worked for 
two seasons, starting the second 
season in 2014, for The Carbonaro 
Effect, a Candid Camera-type 
television show in which the star, 
Michael Carbonaro, does magic in 
front of unsuspecting people. 
    

macaws and more.”
     Having an extensive knowledge 
of magic has also helped Wes 
devise and teach Natalie and Lana 
tricks they can perform in his show. 

The Iseli family takes a bow after a recent show. 
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    “I like to give 
them softer 
effects, like silks or 
flowers,” he said. 
When creating a 
new effect for 
Natalie, he will ask 
what she wants to 
do on stage. She 
comes up with the 
idea and Wes 
creates an effect 
to make it happen.     
    “One effect I am 
proud of was our 
mail bag/meta- 
morphosis-style effect I 
created for her when we 
had 183 shows on the 
books June through 
August and she was very pregnant. 
I promised my resorts I would do 
illusions for them all summer and 
this effect was a fooler that she 
continued to do even at nine 
months pregnant, as it wasn’t too 
strenuous for her.”   
    From 2015 to 2020, Wes was 
sponsored by Vit Hit, a health 
beverage produced by Pepsico. As 
a result, he incorporated a lot of 
magic using liquids into his show. 
The sponsorship ended because of 
the covid pandemic. Recently, Wes 
has obtained a new sponsor, 
Xpress Copy and Graphics, which 
makes t-shirts, hats, business 
cards, postcards, stickers, 
logo playing cards, buttons, and 
similar items.  
    “They lettered my van, and we 
are currently working on getting my 
whole RV fully wrapped. When one 
door closes, sometimes what is 
hidden behind the next door may be 
even more amazing, and in this 
case it was,” Wes said. 
      In addition to his numerous live 
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performances, Wes is also busy on 
audio and video platforms. He and 
Natalie produce Wes Iseli’s Magic 
life Podcast, now in its second year, 
in which he interviews leading 
performers each week, and Wes 
Iseli’s Magiclife, a reality TV show 
about him and his family at home 
and on the road which is available 
on JUL-TV. 
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       The TV show came 
about as a direct result of 
Wes’ appearance last year on 
Fool Us. The show was taped 
before a live audience in Las 
Vegas in March 2020, days 
before the pandemic shut 
down much of America. But it 
didn’t air until four months 
later in July. As part of the 
performance agreement, Wes 
was forbidden from disclosing 
whether he fooled Penn and 
Teller on the show. Most 
magicians don’t. Wes said 
the pandemic lockdown 

helped keep him from revealing his 
secret. 
      At the end of Wes’ appearance, 
Penn Jillette asks Wes if the coin is 
gimmicked. Wes says it is not–and 
the result is that he fooled them.  
Subsequently, Penn and Teller 
have purchased the rights to the 
trick and have incorporated it into 
their Las Vegas performances. 
Penn has said that over the nine 
years the show has run, Wes’ trick 
was his favorite. 
 

Celebrating the moment after fooling Penn and Teller. 

With an RV purchased this year, the Iseli family is 
able to travel together to Wes’ many shows with 
Willow, Lana, and the twins, Julian and Lex. (Photo 
by Natalie Iseli) 
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   		A	real	pro	is	ready	for	a	gig	at	
a	moment’s	notice.		So	when	an	
asymptomatic	magician	on	a	
cruise	ship	tested	positive	for	
covid-19	and	Ring	50	Sgt.	at	
Arms	Reggie	Rice	got	the	call	
asking	if	he	could	be	a	last-
minute	replacement	for	two	
shows,	he	was	quickly	on	a	
plane	to	South	Florida	and	on	to	
the	Celebrity	Equinox	sailing	in	
the	Caribbean.	
				Reggie	performed	two	shows	
to	huge	audiences	and	spent	
several	days	on	the	luxury	liner	
living	the	life	of	a	professional	
entertainer.	
					When	not	performing,	Reggie	
was	eating	lavish	meals	(See	his	
Facebook	page	for	photos.)	
When	not	eating,	Reggie	was	
working	out	to	offset	the	eating.	

Continued from page 8 
Even the best performer can 

still have something go wrong. 
In most cases, you can 
acknowledge it.  If you have 
built up goodwill, the audience 
will overlook it.  Go into the 
next trick.  Say as little as 
possible about the error.  As Ken 
noted earlier, the magic is rarely 
enough.  The audience should 
like you as a person, and you 
can move on.  Also, keep an 
alternate ending just in case it 
happens for your last trick. 

As an example of Ken’s 
technique, Joe Mielnicki kindly 
offered a tape for critique, 
always difficult, and more so 
when being evaluated in front of 
his peers. Ken did a thoughtful 
job, offering positive praise and 
offering constructive criticism 
that gave Joe good food for 
thought. 

Ring members had indicated 
an interest in more lectures like 
these, and Ken’s talk was 
enlightening and very valuable!  
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Thor’s 
Hammer 
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