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Dec. 1- Holiday Show 
Jan. 5 – Teach-In 
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March 2 – NO MEETING 
March– Magi-Whirl TBA 
April 6 – Dan Lacey Contest 
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June 1 – Member Favorites 
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 B r own 

Rory Rennick 

Looking for January 
Teach-In Instructors 

 
     Member Teach-Ins have been a popular activity 
of Ring 50.  This year, for the January meeting, we 
are looking for four members to teach various 
aspects of magic. 
    But instead of Ring leaders picking the topics, we 
are looking for members who feel they have 
something to offer to come forward with a topic 
they want to teach.  Maybe it is a performance 
technique.  Maybe it’s a trick that goes beyond the 
boundaries of normal cards, coins, ropes and other 
props tricks. 
    We’re looking for folks who have something they 
want to teach, particularly if they have not been a 
teacher for a few years.  We’re looking for a wider 
variety of volunteer instructors. 
     If you have something to offer – remember it 
doesn’t have to be lengthy, each session will be 
about 15 to 20 minutes—please contact Danny 
Selnick at president@ibmring50.org. 
 

Former President James Munton 
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Spooky Magic at First In-Person Meeting 
Lyceum Stage and Large Room Offer Classy Venue   

123

A large audience filled the Lyceum. 

Larry with zombie bunny 

Arnie calls upon Harry Houdini with 
Bob’s help. 

Chuck breaks the final egg 
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 Linda with a key from the Titanic. 

Tom shows how witches were treated. 

Marc tells Sam about a murder. 

Russell displays a skeleton. 

Drew and a floating skull. 
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Linda Barrett         Oct. 19 
Rucj Uffelman       Oct. 22 
David Edelstein       Nov. 1 
Betty Heyman         Nov. 8 
Arnold Fuoco        Nov. 10 
Wes Iseli                 Nov. 10 
Richie Klein           Nov. 11 

  Nov. 16 
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     The October meeting of Ring 
50 -- Spooky Magic Night -- was 
really magical in so many 
ways.  First, after more than 18 
months of Zoom meetings, we 
held our first in-person gathering 
with more than 30 attendees. It 
was refreshing, exhilarating and 
just plain good to be around 
magician-friends again. 

What we all enjoyed about our 
new digs is that the Lyceum is 
spacious and very comfortable. 
The raised platform (of about a foot high) 
allowed everyone in the room to have a birds-
eye view of performers and the acoustics were 
also great.  Again, magic hats off to Craig Fifer 
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who found this venue.  Oh, also 
important also to note 
that parking was very easy for 
everyone -- with a number of 
parking spots at the Lyceum 
and, what seemed to be, 
unlimited street parking in close 
proximity.   

With all that being said, 
because we have a new home 
for Ring 50, we won't be using 

Zoom anymore, except for 
special events that might come 
up.  I know that some members 

were interested in hybrid meetings, but it's just 
not the same magical experience.  While it's 
just too easy to stay at home and click on a 
computer, I think everyone is pretty much 
Zoomed out.  So, I'd like to encourage every 
Ring 50 member to come to the meetings 
and share our love of magic among 
friends.  The October meeting proved just how 
good it was to be together again!   

Danny Selnick welcomes 
people to the October meeting. 

Drew explains the robotics of his 
rising snake to Marc and Danny. 
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 Tricks 
Can You Cut a Spectator in Half? Ask a Conjuror. 

12

. 
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Hi Ring 50,  
I’m happy to 

be a member 
and look forward 
to participating in 
Ring 50 events.   

I was the 
class clown 
growing up and 
in 8th grade I 
bought a copy of 
George B. 
Anderson’s 
book, Magic 
Digest.  In 
addition to easy tricks like the broken and 
restored toothpick, and the vanishing (solder) 
coathanger, this underrated book progressed 
to more difficult versions of classics including 
the Magic Square, Bill in Orange and the 
Needle swallowing trick.   

Growing up in an entertainment starved, 
small town in Arizona, I had a lot of 
opportunities to perform and supplemented my 
repertoire with catalog purchases from 
Tannen’s and Magic Inc.  In college at Arizona 
State University, I did restaurant magic and 
worked part time at a magic shop so, again, I 
gained lots of performing experience in those 
years.  

I moved to New York City right after 
graduating and over the next few years went 
from being a part time to a full time performer, 
beginning with private parties and events and 
working my way up to corporate events and 
tradeshows.  I also became good friends with 
Richard Kaufman and am proud to have edited 
more than 20 of the classic books he published 
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in the 80’s and 
90’s.   

By the time I 
moved to DC in 
1990, I was working 
at trade shows 
exclusively, 
eventually chalking 
up over 1 million 
miles on United 
Airlines.  Trade 
Shows are basically 
a close-up venue 
so that was my 
area of focus for 

probably two decades.  Once I began a 
performing partnership with Karen Beriss, the 
scale of our show grew and we had more 
opportunities for parlor and stage 
work.  Recognizing my limited stage training, 
I began working with director Bob Fitch, who 
has had an unparalleled influence on my 
work.   

In addition to Karen, I’ve had the privilege 
of performing with several magic partners, 
including Bill Goldman and Brian Curry with 
whom I founded The Magic Duel show for the 
public in Washington DC.   

Since 2016, the “Duel” has become an 
ever increasing part of my business.  Last 
year, Richard Kaufman asked me to become 
a trick reviewer for Genii Magazine, which I 
enjoy very much.  I consider my public show 
my full time job now, though I still work 
occasional trade shows.  My new partner in 
the Magic Duel is Ryan Phillips (no relation), 
an excellent young magician with a huge 
talent for physical comedy.   

                                   Continued next page 
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  Ring 50, the largest Ring in the 
International Brotherhood of 
Magicians (excluding the British 
Ring which encompasses all of 
England, Scotland, Wales and 
Northern Ireland) continues to 
grow with the addition of new 
members. 
  Please welcome these new 
members who have joined since 
June: 

Ring 50 members must first 
join the International 
Brotherhood of Magician by 
enrolling on the web at 
www.magician.org. 
    If you know people interested 
in magic, invite them to a Ring 
50 meeting and invite them to 
join the I.B.M. 
 

In addition to magic, I am a 
CrossFit athlete, and have been 
an avid French horn player since 
high school.  You are invited, 
therefore, to both The Magic 
Duel and to concerts by the 
Symphony of the Potomac, with 
whom I have played for many 
years.  

My wife Alexandra and son 
Tommy both help with The 
Magic Duel shows, and my 
daughter Sabrina just started 
college at St. Mary's College of 
Maryland. 

Mark Phillips 

Ring 50 Hosted 1977 I.B.M. Convention 
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50’s annual Magi-Whirl.

2
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THE NIGHT BEFORE PARTY in Washington offered something for everyone. Talent
included, top row, I. to r.; The Federal City Four imd Bill Wells. Center row;
The Perna Family and Bob Olson. Bottom row; Al Cohen and Kohl & Co.

Rick Bammnn Photos

the historical period portrayed by each act - &°b O l s o n opened the show and received
- altho he always remained Al Cohen. He a standing ovation for his portrayal of
was assisted by Larry James and Russ Potter, an early 19th century magician.
Glover. Not only did he use the equipment and

September, 1977 43

Photos From The Linking Ring of the 
1977   



 10 

 

The Monk 
 Lamp 
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