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Dec. 1 – Improve Your Magic 
Jan. 5 – Teach-In 
Feb. 2 – Henry ‘Box’ Brown 
March 2 – TBA 
April 6 – Dan Lacey Contest 
May 4 – Randy Shine 
June 1 – Member Favorites 



 2 

 B r own 

Rory Rennick 

 
     Member Teach-Ins have long been a 
popular activity of Ring 50.  This year, for the 
January meeting, we are looking for four 
members to teach various aspects of magic. 
    But instead of Ring leaders picking the 
topics, we are looking for members who feel 
they have something to offer to come forward 
with a topic they want to teach.  Maybe it is a 
performance technique.  Maybe it’s a trick 
that goes beyond the boundaries of normal 
cards, coins, ropes and other props tricks. 
     New Ring 50 member Mark Phillips, who 
has been performing professionally for 
decades, has volunteered to teach a wand 
spin vanish (so bring a wand). 
    We’re looking for three more folks who 
have something they want to teach, 
particularly if they have not been a teacher 
for a few years.  We’re looking for a wider 
variety of volunteer instructors. 
     

 president@ibmring50.org. 
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The Ring 50 annual dues of $20 for 
2022 are due by February 28. 

Ring 50 Treasurer Bob Patterson 
requests that you pay by check, as this 
eases the record keeping. Make checks 
payable to IBM Ring 50. Please send 
your check to his home address at Bob 
Patterson, 3450 Wainscott Place, Lake 
Ridge, VA 22192-5362.  

Or you may pay by PayPal
Payments@IBMRing50.Org as  

"Sending to a friend.”  Your 2022 Ring 
50 membership card will be sent upon 
receipt of payment. 

Enjoy your Ring activities and the Magi-
Gram throughout 2022 by paying your 
dues now.  
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Jim Holloway Recounts the Lyceum’s Magical History 

123

Jim Holloway (left) and Larry Hass, 
watched over by a bust of Seneca, 
lectured at the November meeting. 
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Four new members were formally inducted into I.B.M. Ring 50 at the November meeting.  At left, 
President Danny Selnick is joined by new members Haig Colter, Mark Phillips and Vicky 
Chang. At right, Larry Hass shows the membership certificate he and all the other new members 
received from Danny.  

123
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1

Hass 
shared this

2

Eugene Burger shows his 
“Influence.”
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the “D.C. Magician of the Year.”  But 
since the contest is not open to all magicians 
in the Washington area, the winner might be 
more accurately dubbed “The Ring 50 
Magician of the Year.”

covid, but is scheduled to resume this year at 
the
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Richie Klein           Nov. 11 
Haig Colter            Nov. 23 
Tony Nichols          Dec. 2 
Wayne Spillner      Dec. 10 
Daniel Holtan         Dec. 14 
Laurie Curry         Dec. 15 
Danny Selnick        Dec. 16 

1

 
     I was delighted to see so many 
people attend November's Ring 
meeting featuring Jim Holloway, 
director of The Lyceum, who gave 
a talk on the history of magic 
performances and lectures that 
were held so many years ago in 
the very room we're now meeting 
in at the Lyceum.  Jim's talk was 
followed by a super interesting and 
fun lecture Dr. Larry Hass, who's 
just published his final book on 
Eugene Burger’s unpublished 
secrets.  (BTW, Larry has also joined Ring 50 
having just moved to the area -- so we hope to 
see more of him at our meetings.) 

What really jazzed me up beyond the 
lectures was that we also inducted five new 
IBM Ring 50 members (one was not at the 
meeting) --  which brings me to another 
thought.  Our club continues to be a place for 
magicians and magic enthusiasts, 
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.   
And while I'm at it, I'm sure we 

all don't know even "regular" 
members of the club, so I'm 
hoping we all try and make an 
effort to say “hi” and introduce 

 
So at our December meeting, 

let's make an effort to say “hi” to 
people we don't know and get to know them.  It 
could be as easy as asking them what kind of 
magic they enjoy or how did they get started in 
magic.  Who knows -- you might just find your 
new best friends.  That's what I've gotten at 
Ring 50... a whole lot of best friends who share 
the same interests. 

Danny 
 

Danny Selnick welcomes 
people to the October 

    In his excellent book “Maximum Entertainment 2.0,” Ken 
Weber, who lectured for Ring 50 in September, says on page 226:  
    “Never intimidate. At all costs, avoid words, facial expressions 
and gestures that in any way suggest displeasure. These lead to 
tension, and tension subverts entertainment. Always remain polite 
and friendly.” 
 
     The day after reading that, I came across this cartoon: 
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Members of the Capital Conjurors met in-
person for the first time since the beginning 
of the pandemic at their November meeting 
in The Lyceum. 

Youth Activities Director Drew Owen, a 
professional cellist and professional 
magician, began the meeting by introducing 
himself and asking the five Conjurors who 
attended this first in-person meeting to do 
the same. The Conjurors sat spaced apart at 
two tables and all wore masks. 

Drew began the meeting by discussing one 
of his favorite classic magic tricks, the 
linking rings. But for the Conjurors’ meeting 
he said he would do the trick with paper 
rings, rather than metal rings.  Drew asked 
one of the Conjurors to join him in doing a 
paper version of the linking rings.  

He took two long thin strips of paper and 
taped the ends to make a couple of loops.  
Then Drew and the Conjuror each cut their 
loops lengthwise to make two thin loops.  But 
something unexpected happened.  

Drew ended up with two individual loops 
while the Conjuror ended up with two linked 
loops. 
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With another Conjuror as the 
assistant, Drew tried it again. This time, 
he again got two unlinked loops, but the 
Conjuror got a single loop that was twice 
as long as it was originally. 

 
Youth	Activities	Director	Drew	Owen	works	

with	the	Capital	Conjurors.	
 
Drew explained the clever method of 

attaching the ends of the paper so that 
when it is cut lengthwise it either makes 
two unlinked loops, two linked loops or 
one very large loop. 
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Each of 
the Conjurors 
was then 
given a magic 
trick: the 
Stop Light 
Trick. This 
consists of 
two plastic 
cards, about 
the size of a 
business 
card.  One 

appears to 
have three 
dots on one 
side--red, yellow, green—so that it 
resembles a stop light. The other card 
appears to be blank on both sides. 

Drew handed one card to a Conjuror and 
the other card to another Conjuror. Both 
covered their cards with their hands. After 
a bit of magical business, the stop light card 
in one Conjuror’s hand showed only the red 
and yellow dots.  The green dot was on the 
card in the other Conjuror’s hand. 

Drew said he plans to give every Conjuror 
a new magic trick at each meeting. 

Displaying the Mark Wilson Complete 
Course in Magic book, Drew next taught the 
Conjurors a card trick from the book: The 
Fantastic Five. 

One of the Conjurors took a card, looked 
at it and showed it to the other Conjurors.  
He then placed it on top of the deck and 
then buried it by cutting the deck. 

The cards were placed on the table and 
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spread out. 
One card in 
the face-down 
spread was 
now face up.  
It was a 5.  
Drew said that 
was the 
“locator card,” 
and the 
Conjuror 
counted five 
cards down 

from it.  The 
fifth card was 
turned over--

and it was the card originally chosen. 
Pretty good trick. 
But the trick wasn’t over, yet.  Drew then 

revealed that the four cards between the 
locator card and the selected cards were 
the four aces.  Members of the Conjurors 
then practiced doing the trick. 

The Capital Conjurors is the official 
youth group of I.B.M. Ring 50 and is open to 
girls and boys age 8 to 15 (although there 
are some Conjurors who have been in the 
group for several years and are now older 
than 15).  There is no charge to join or be a 
member. The group meets at 6 p.m. on the 
first Wednesday of each month at The 
Lyceum, 201 S. Washington St., Alexandria. 
The meetings end just before 7 p.m. so the 
room can be vacated before the monthly 
Ring 50 meeting begins at 7:30.  Conjurors 
who have been fully vaccinated will be 
allowed to attend future Ring 50 meetings. 

Members of the Capital Conjurors proudly show off the various 
loops they made by cleverly taping and cutting a strip of paper. 
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and Martial Arts Classes 
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Magic has been a part of Chris McCauley 
Bowers’ life from an early age. He thinks it 
began when he was about 5 years old and his 
mother helped him check out a children’s 
book on magic from the Davis Library in 
Bethesda Md.  

Chris received a magic set when 
he was 6 years old. A year later, a 
magician performed at his 7th 
birthday party. In the fifth grade, 
Chris and a friend, Javier 
Isquierdo, put on a magic duo 
show and that's when he became 
really fascinated with magic. When 
he was 11, he attended a magic 
camp at St. Alban’s School, and 
when he was in the eighth grade 
talent show, he performed the appearing cane 
and a dove pan routine to the Mission 
Impossible theme song. 

After graduating from Wheeling College 
with a major in philosophy in 2000, Chris used 
to hang out regularly at Barry’s Magic Shop in 
Wheaton, MD, while he worked several odd 
jobs as a waiter, at an accountant firm, and for 
a used car dealership.  

Chris talked to Barry fondly about magic 
camps where he learned magic and the 
possibility of running a camp himself. A few 
months later, Barry got a call from 
Washington Episcopal School looking for 
someone to run a magic camp, and handed 
Chris the phone. This was his first magic 
camp. Over the next 10 years and aided by 
the Harry Potter boom, Chris would expand to 
25 weeks of magic camps at various locations 
in the MD/DC/VA region, as well as teaching 
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after school magic classes five days a week at 
various schools' after-care programs. 

Chris met Eric Henning at an SAM/IBM 
meeting and began to go to magic lectures with 
him, as well as learn magic from him. This 
culminated in a performance above Barry's 

Magic Shop at the Psychic Ghost 
Theatre, which he filmed and used for 
promotion. Eric was impressed with not 
only his magic but his sense of humor, 
and became a lifelong mentor.  

Chris has done magic camps all over 

   
Because of the Harry Potter phenomenon, he 

was running 25 different week-long magic 
camps between 2006-2014. In 2014, after the 
phenomenon began to wane, he began his own 
martial arts organization and currently 
supervises 25 after school programs as Zen 
Budo Karate. He began taking martial arts at the 

 
Chris enjoys learning and performing magic 

involving coins, equivoque, escapes and has 
performed close-up, parlor/stand-up at 
numerous venues Among his favorite magicians 
are 

 

 
martial arts under the      Continued page 12 
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The Play’s 
the Thing 

12

Jeff McBride 
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The Play’s the Thing	

 
auspices of grant-based programs funded by 
Montgomery County. He also pays people 
who teach for him in these programs on an 
equal share basis, giving a 50 percent 
commission to his workers, and also 
providing dozens of scholarships for needy 
children. He calls the business model 
"Hyper-Ethical Capitalism." 
    Chris often states that when he was a 
child he wanted to be a ninja and a wizard 
and has fortunately never strayed from those 
two important career goals. He has been self 
employed for over 20 years combining magic 
and martial arts camps, lessons, birthday 
parties and writing in publications.  
    He has been published in the Linking Ring 
as well as contributing an article on magic to 
a National Geographic Book for children. 
Chris is working on an upcoming book on 
mentalism called Equivoque: Theory and 
Practice.  
    

 fed on time.    


