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the Ring 50 website. 
     Only Ring 50 members in good standing will 
receive free admission when lectures are given at 
the regular monthly meetings. 
     Don’t miss out on all the benefits of continuing 
to be a Ring 50 member in good standing. 
     Persons who have not paid their $20 dues by 
Feb. 28 will be cut off from the benefits of Ring 
50 membership until their dues are current.  
    To pay your 2022 Ring 50 dues, send a check 
for $20 to:    
    Bob Patterson  
    IBM Ring 50 Treasurer 
    3450 Wainscott Place 
    Lake Ridge, VA 22192-5263 
   You may also pay your dues through PayPal “as 
a friend” by going to paypal.me/IBMRing50. Be 
sure to include your name, address, phone number 
and I.B.M. number in the notes. 
    Remember, you must also keep your I.B.M. 
membership current to be a Ring 50 member. 

No Regular March 2 Meeting 
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be former
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Joshua Jay Lecture 
Feb. 12 at The Lyceum 
			

	masks	
will	be	required. 

I.B.M. International 
President Ken Scott 
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the “D.C. Magician 
of the Year.”  But since the contest is not open 
to all magicians in the Washington area, the 
winner might be more accurately dubbed “The 
Ring 50 Magician of the Year.”

covid, but is scheduled to resume this year at 
the
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Teach-in Rings In New Year for Ring 50 

123

time, and the selected card will

Drew Kennerley 

Mike Hummer demonstrates 
switch wallet in composite photo. 

Dwight Redman teaches a pair of 
self-working card tricks. 
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automatically rise to the top by 
the third count! 

 
Brian Curry 
Brian, the star of The Good 

Liar currently running at the 
Capital Hilton, taught a 
mentalism routine using 
business cards, The Boudoir 
Card Mystery. He shared a 
hilarious video performing it for 
his two kids. (I’m leaving out 
his 2-year-old’s son’s hilarious 
unintentional heckling.) Brian  

noted that as a close-up 
performer doing walk-around, 
you should always be doing 
something with your audience 
rather than be seen shuffling 
cards in a corner. Therefore, it’s 
good to have some things to 
schmooze about, such as travel. 
Talking about something can 
lead to the performance and 

2

 
 
Mark Phillips 

. 

     

 it will take some significant 
practice to get a feel for the 
method, to the point that you 
can literally do it with your eyes 
closed.  

Brian gets help demonstrating the 
peek from Meadow, 6, and Liam, 2. 

Mark demonstrates the phrase 
“now you see it; now you don’t.” 

1

February 2 

 
March 2 
NO MEETING 
 
March 19 
I.B.M. Magic Jam 
 
April 6 
Dan Lacey Contest 
 
May 4 

 
June 1 
Member Favorites 

2
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Alec Negri—Sly’s Magic 
Jan. 14 and Feb. 11 at the StageCoach Theater,  

  
https://stagecoachtc.com/slys-magic/ 
 
Mark Phillips – The Magic Duel 
Jan. 15 at 8 p.m. at Synetic Theater, 1800 S. Bell St., 
Arlington, VA. 
Jan. 22 and Feb. 19, 5 p.m. and 8 p.m. at The 

 
https://www.themagicduel.com 
 
Brian Curry – The Good Liar 
Jan. 15, 22, 29, Feb. 5, 19, 26 
All shows at 8 p.m. at The Capital Hilton, 1001 16th 
St. N.W. Washington, D.C. 
https://www.agoodliar.com/ 
 
Adam Stone – Transform Reality 
Jan. 28 at 8 p.m. 105 W. Fayette St. Baltimore, MD. 
https://adamstonemagic.com/live/  
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Joe Mielnicki          Jan. 11 
Tom Bohacek         Jan. 18 
Jim Flanigan          Jan. 20 
Augie Arnstein      Jan. 30 
Tommy Halladay  Feb. 7 
John Cloninger      Feb. 9 

1

who performs for

23

voiceover artist featured on 
the award-winning 
documentary: Quiet Masters – 
The History and Relevance of 
the Black Magical Artist, 
where Henry’s story was 

prominently 
featured. He 
is a founding 
member and 
the historian 
of the 

International 
Association of 
Black Magical 
Artists and    
is considered 
one of the 

foremost 
authorities on the history of 
African American magicians. 

Rory has also performed 
and lectured as an arts 
educator with the Ohio 
Alliance for Arts Education 
and We’ve Known Rivers. He 
is also a member of the Ohio 
Storytellers Network and the 
Ohio Local History Alliance. 

Among Rory’s other varied 
interests are collecting, as well 
as speaking and writing about 
the world’s largest niche 
assemblage of African 
diaspora/ black imaged 
playing cards, which he owns. 
Some of his articles about his 
card research can be found in 
Card Culture and Vanish 
Magazine. 

Be sure not to miss this 
unusual and informative Zoom 
meeting.  
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Sure, Dirk Losander can make a table 
float, and Harry Blackstone Jr. can make a 
light bulb float. But can you 
make a playing card float or rise 
from a deck? Members of the 
Capital Conjurors learned how 
to do that three different ways 
at the January Capital 
Conjurors meeting on Zoom.  

Youth Activities Director 
Drew Owen taught the 
Conjurors how to make a 
selected card rise from a deck, 
hover over their palm and 
seemingly float between the 
fingertips of both hands. He also taught the 
Conjurors how to balance a dollar bill on one 
finger and how to make a plastic cup float 
between two hands.  

Drew began the meeting by noting that 
making objects float is one of the strongest 
effects a magician can do, and said the 
January meeting would be devoted to 
different levitation effects. 

First was a series of floating card tricks. 
Using an unprepared deck, Drew had a 

Conjuror select a card as he dribbled the 
cards from one hand to another.  He showed 

2

the selected card and then did a series of 
cuts to seemingly lose the card in the deck.  

Then, holding the deck 
in one hand, he pointed 
to a spot just above 
the deck and the 
selected card rose 
from the deck. 

Before showing how 
to make the card rise, 
Drew showed how the 
magician could control 
the placement of the 
selected card.  He 
explained the concept 

of the “key card” and showed how he was 
able to move it to the top of the deck. 

Then he demonstrated the “move” in 
which the selected card seemingly rises by 
itself out of the deck toward the finger 
pointing above the deck.   

After Drew demonstrated the technique, 
the Conjurors practiced it and showed how 
they were able to make a card rise.  Drew 
also offered a tip as to how to make the 
card appear to rise from the middle of the 
deck, when it was actually rising from the 
back of the deck when held vertically. 

                               Continued next page 

	



 9 

1

Next, Drew took the selected card and 
placed it in his cupped hands. Slowly, the 
card began to hover about an inch off of his 
hands.  Again, Drew revealed the workings of 
this seeming miracle of levitation and the 
Conjurors practiced it and showed how they 
were able to master the technique. 

Moving 
from Losander 
floating a table to a more achievable effect 
for the Conjurors, Drew floated a $10 bill on 
one finger, balancing it at the end of the bill.  

One of 
the 

Conjurors 
correctly 

identified 
the 

technique 
for this 

illusion 
and all of 

2

the Conjurors then tried it. 

Moving 
from a 
floating bulb 
to a more achievable effect for the 
Conjurors, Drew then showed a plastic red 
cup and seemingly floated it between his 
hands.  After demonstrating the technique, 
members of the Capital Conjurors showed 
their proficiency at the illusion. 

The Capital Conjurors is the official 
youth group of I.B.M. Ring 50 and is open 
to youngsters—suggested ages 8 to 15—
interested in magic.  There is no cost to 
belong.  The Capital Conjurors meet at 6 
p.m. the first Wednesday of each month. 
The location of their meetings follows the 
same location and guidelines as the Ring 50 
meeting for that month.  Most meetings 
will be held at The Lyceum, 201 S. 
Washington St., Alexandria, VA.  For more 
information about the Capital Conjurors, 
contact Drew at youth@ibmring50.org. 
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 Sun Magic Studio
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magicians. “Each magician is stylish. Very 
interesting.”   
   Sunnier’s 
primary 
interest in 
magic now is 
in 
“modifying 
classic magic 
routines to 
add some of 
my ideas and 
new elements 
to perform in 
different 
way.” For 
example, he 
performs the 
traditional 
three linking 
rings with a 
unique twist. Instead of the usual silver rings, each 
of his three rings is a different color and Sunnier 
performs with soft music and body movements 
similar to Tai-Chi, which he learned in Taiwan 

several years 
ago.  
 Vicky 
studied a 
form of 
martials arts 
for eight 
years called 
Wing Chun, 
and she has 
also learned 
Krav Maga, a 

self-defense 
system 

developed for 
the Israel 

Defense Forces which uses a combination of 
techniques from boxing, wrestling, aikido, judo and 
karate. 
    Vicky also did extensive charity work in Taiwan 
and in Virginia she has been a volunteer with NVFS' 

2

SERVE Campus, which stands for Northern 
Virginia Family Services. 
   Vicky views magic as an art form with special 
props, procedures, routines, clothes, and scripts. 
“All the magic is a like a small Broadway show. 
All the actors, magicians, and assistants are great 
artists who can make miracles happen. That is 
what I am interested in watching and what has 
touched me the most.” 
    In addition to performing magic, Sunnier is also 
a hypnotist and enjoys puzzles and exploring 
gambling probabilities. He also likes to draw 
comics, which he learned to do in Taiwan, were he 
won numerous drawing certificates.  
    Among Sunnier’s favorite magic tricks is 
Currency, by Fred Kaps, “because he improved 
Edward Victor’s 11 Card Trick” with dollar bills 
He lists Derren Brown as his favorite mentalist and 
Jeff McBride as his favorite stage illusionist.     
    Vicky’s favorite tricks involve mentalism and 
her favorite magician is still David Copperfield.   
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Ad for Mr. Young’s 
Performance, March 26, 
1841 at the Washington 
Museum 
From the Washington Daily Globe, March 25, 
1841 

List of Mr. Young’s Tricks:  
1) Invisible	Glove,	or	Enchanted	Fruit	
2) Enchanted	Cups	and	Seeds	
3) The	Potato	Sub-Treasury	
4) Spanish	Pin,	or	Passing	Ball	
5) Bottle	and	Handkerchief	
6) Cookery	for	the	Ladies	
7) Magic	Egg	and	Cards	
8) Sacred	Fire	
9) Egyptian	Pyramid	
10)Magic	Bells	
11)Coffin	of	Mahemet	and	Mysterious	Rabbit	
12)Miraculous	Globe	or	Flying	Handkerchief	
13)Obedient	Cards	or	Card	Rack	
14)Enchanted	Timepiece	or	Wizard	in	his	Gown	
15)Mysterious	Bottle	or	Ribbon	Factory	
16)Destructive	Handkerchief	
17)Flying	Watch	
18)Secreted	Wizard	
19)Magic	Bottles	
20)Hidden	Treasures	
21)The	Mysterious	Apple	Box	
22)The	Magic	Stew	Pans	
23)The	Productive	Hat,	or,	Cheap	Way	of	Furnishing	

a	Boarding	House	

1841	

  New Ring 50 member 
Jim Holloway, director 
of the Alexandria 
History Museum at The 
Lyceum, provided us 
with this list of magic 
tricks performed at The 
Lyceum in 1841 by Mr.  
Young, billed as “the 

great Eastern MAGICIAN, and CHINESE 
BALANCER” according to the ad published in the 
Washington Daily Globe on March 25, 1841. 
     Anyone interested in recreating any of these 
tricks for a future Ring 50 meeting? 
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Social Magic: 
It’s About Them  

12
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